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THE 1988 OLYMPIC COMMEMORATIVE COIN ACT 

(H.R 2741) 



Tuesday, Augrust 4, 1987 

House of Representatives, 
Subcommittee on Consumer Affairs and Coinage, 
Committee on Banking, Finance and Urban Affairs, 

Washington, DC, 
The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:07 a.m., in room 
2128, Raybum House Office Building, Hon. Frank Annunzio (chair- 
man of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Chairman Annunzio, Senator D'Amato, and Representa- 
tives Schumer, Torres, Patterson, McMillen, Flake, Pelosi, Wylie, 
Shumway, Parris, Hiler, Ridge and Saiki. 
Also Present. Staff Director Curtis Prins. 
Chairman Annunzio. The subcommittee will come to order. 
Before I go ahead with my statement, I would like to present 
Senator D'Amato of New York who is the ranking Republican on 
the Senate Banking Committee who will introduce the same legis- 
lation in the Senate that I have in the House. 

Senator, I welcome you today, and I deeply appreciate all of the 
effort that you will make on benalf of the American athletes. 

STATEMENT OF HON. ALFONSE D'AMATO A SENATOR FROM THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK 

Senator D'Amato. Well, Mr. Chairman, let me take this opportu- 
nity to commend you for once again taking the leadership that you 
do in drafting and husbanding throiigh this bill, this legislation. 

I know that it will be done speedily because of Frank Annunzio, 
and I am pleased to have been the sponsor of the companion bill, S. 
1587, which has been introduced in the Senate of the United 
States. 

I think it is worthy of note, Mr. Chairman, that $73.5 million was 
raised by the sale of coins for the 1984 Los Angeles Olympic 
Games, and that your legislation will make available approximate- 
ly something in the area of $105 million for these forthcoming 
games. 

I think it's important to note that we do not give the kind of sup- 
port that many nations do from their treasuries and, Mr. Chair- 
man, I want to commend you for your leadership in this area, and 
Fm privileged to be here with you today. 

Certainly we wish our team and those young men and women 
who are here today great success, and I think it's worthy of note 
that the Congressman has been on the firing line for you pushing 

(1) 
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for this legislation for many years and Fm sure that it will be 
passed speedily by both Houses. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Qiairman Annunzio. Thank you very much, Senator D'Amato. I 
deeply appreciate your kind remarks, but mostly I appreciate the 
support that you have given the program. I know you will continue 
to support us, and that the Senate will speedily act on the legisla- 
tion when the House completes its work. 

Today the subcommittee hears testimony on H.R. 2741, a bill I 
introduced authorizing the minting of commemorative coins to sup- 
port the training of American athletes participating in the 1988 
Olympic Games. Hearing testimony is not quite accurate since we 
will both hear and see our witnesses today. 

This subcommittee has heard testimony from Ol3rmpic athletes 
before. Five years ago, while considering legislation authorizing 
coins for the 1984 Los Angeles Ol3rmpics, this subcommittee heard 
from such Ol3rmpic medal winners as Bob Mathias, a former 
Member of Congress of the United States, I want to put that in, 
Donna DeVarona, John Naber and Wilma Rudolph. 

Today, however, this testimony will be with a little difference, 
since several of our witnesses will show us their world class level of 

Performance. The legislative process is often full of twist and turns, 
ut I doubt that this room has ever seen such maneuvers so grace- 
fully executed. 

This morning all across America, young Americ€uis have been 
out quietly practicing in the hopes of making the 1988 United 
States Olympic Teams. Many of these athletes are making tremen- 
dous personal sacrifices in the hope of being able to represent their 
country in the contests at the pinnacle of sport. Day after day, 
week after week they practice, putting in thousands of hours. They 
seek to swim a little faster, jump a little higher, throw a little fur- 
ther than they have ever done in the past. 

Their goal is a simple one, but so very hard and difficult to 
obtain. All the pain of practice is directed at being able to stand on 
the victory platform with a Gold Medal on their chest while the 
American flag is reused and our National Anthem rings out. At 
that moment millions of people around the world will see the tri- 
umph that was built on a base of long, hard and lonely practice. 

Tne 1984 United States Olympic Team won more Gold Medals 
than any other nation in the history of the Olympic Games. That 
was due in no small part to the $73 million that was reused from 
the sale of United States Olympic coins in 1983 and 1984. The pro- 
gram operated under my slogan, ''All the profits from the sale of 
coins to the athletes.'' And we must never forget that. 

The 1984 Olympic Coin Program funds accounted for % of the 
amount the United States Ol3rmpic Committee gave to the national 
sports governing bodies in 1984. It formed a large part of the 
money used to fund the United States Olympic Foundation which 
was rounded in 1984 to foster U.S. participation in national and 
international amateur sports competition. 

The 1984 Olympic com money has been a tremendous boost to 
the United States Olympic Committee, but costs to participate in 
international competition continue to rise at a rapid rate. This coin 
program for American participation in the 1988 Olympic Games 
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will help raise millions of dollars badly needed to provide the type 
of training facilities necessary for our athletes to turn potential 
into performance. 

The sale of the 1 million gold coins and 10 million silver dollars 
could raise up to $105 million to enable the United States Ol3rmpic 
Committee to train Olympic athletes, support amateur athletic pro- 
grams and erect training facilities throughout the United States. 

The coins will be sold at no net cost to the United States. I am 
sure that everyone on the subcommittee will give our athletes a 
perfect score of 10 for their performance here today. Passage of this 
bill will assure the funds necessary so that in the judging that 
counts next year, they can get another set of perfect lO's. 

And now it is a genuine pleasure for me to present the ranking 
minority Member of the subcommittee who has worked long and 
hard with me in order to promote this program on behalf of the 
athletes. 

[The text of H.R. 2741 follows:] 
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100th congress 

18T Session 



H. R. 2741 



To authorize the minting of commemorative coins to support the training of 
American athletes participating in the 1988 Olympic Games. 



m THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

June 23, 1987 

Mr. Annunzio introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee 

on Banking, Finance and Urban Affairs 



A BILL 

To authorize the minting of commemorative coins to support the 
training of American athletes participating in the 1988 
Olympic Games. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

4 This Act may be cited as the "1988 Olympic Com- 

5 memorative Coin Act". 

6 SEC. 2. COIN SPECIFICATIONS. 

7 (a) Five Dollab Gold Coins. — 

8 (1) Issuance. — The Secretary of the Treasury 

9 (hereinafter in this Act referred to as the "Secretary") 
10 shall issue not more than one million five dollar coins 
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1 which shall weigh 8.359 grams, have a diameter of 

2 0.850 inches, and shall contain 90 percent gold and 10 

3 percent alloy. 

4 (2) Design. — The design of such five dollar coins 

5 shall be emblematic of the participation of American 

6 athletes in the 1988 Olympic Games. On each such 

7 coin there shall be a designation of the value of the 

8 coin, an inscription of the year "1988", and inscrip- 

9 tions of the words "Liberty", "In God We Trust", 

10 "United States of America", and "E Pluribus Unum". 

11 (b) One Dollab Silveb Coins. — 

12 (1) Issuance. — The Secretary shall issue not 

13 more than ten million one dollar coins which shall 

14 weigh 26.73 grams, have a diameter of 1.500 inches, 

15 and shall contain 90 percent silver and 10 percent 

16 copper. 

17 (2) Design. — The design of such dollar coins 

18 shall be emblematic of the participation of American 

19 athletes in the 1988 Olympic Games. On each such 

20 coin there shall be a designation of the value of the 

21 coin, an inscription of the year "1988", and inscrip- 

22 tions of the words "Liberty", "In God We Trust", 

23 "United States of America", and "B Pluribus Unum". 
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1 (c) Legal Tbndbb. — The coins issued under this Act 

2 shall be legal tender as provided in section 5103 of title 31, 

3 United States Code. 

4 SEC. 3. SOURCES OF BULUON. 

5 (a) SiLVEB Bullion. — The Secretary shall obtain 

6 silver for the coins minted under this Act only from stockpiles 

7 established under the Strategic and Critical Materials Stock 

8 Piling Act (50 U.S.C. 98 et seq.). 

9 (b) Gold Bullion. — The Secretary shall obtain gold 

10 for the coins minted under this Act pursuant to the authority 

11 of the Secretary under existing law. 

12 SEC. 4. SELECTION OF DESIGN. 

13 The design for each coin authorized by this Act shall be 

14 selected by the Secretary after consultation with the United 

15 States Olympic Committee and the Commission of Fine Arts. 

16 SEC. 6. SALE OF THE COINS. 

17 (a) Sale Pbice. — Notwithstanding any other provision 

18 of law, the coins issued under this Act shall be sold by the 

19 Secretary at a price equal to the face value, plus the cost of 

20 designing and issuing such coins (including labor, materials, 

21 dies, use of machinery, and overhead expenses). 

22 (b) Bulk Sales. — The Secretary shall make bulk sales 

23 at a reasonaUe discount to reflect the lower costs of such 

24 sales. 
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1 (c) Prepaid Obdebs at a Discount. — The Secretary 

2 shall accept prepaid orders for the coins prior to the issuance 

3 of such coins. Sales under this subsection shall be at a rea- 

4 sonable discount to reflect the benefit of prepayment. 

5 (d) SuBGHABOE Requibed. — All sales shall include a 

6 surcharge of $35 per coin for the five dollar coins and $7 per 

7 coin for the one dollar coins. 

8 SEC. 6. ISSUANCE OF THE COINS. 

9 (a) Gold Coins. — The five dollar coins authorized 

10 under this Act shall be issued in uncirculated and proof quali- 

11 ties and shall be struck at the United States Bullion Deposi- 

12 tory at West Point. 

13 (b) SiLVEB Coins. — The one dollar coins authorized 

14 under this Act may be issued in uncirculated and proof quali- 

15 ties, except that not more than one facility of the United 

16 States Mint may be used to strike each such quaUty. 

17 (c) Sunset Pbovision. — No corns shall be minted 

18 under this Act after December 31, 1988. 

19 SEC. 7. GENERAL WAIVER OF PROCUREMENT REGULATIONS. 

20 No provision of law governing procurement or public 

21 contracts shall be applicable to the procurement of goods or 

22 services necessary for carrymg out the provisions of this Act. 

23 Nothing in this section shall relieve any person entering into 

24 a contract under the authority of this Act from compljring 

25 with any law relating to equal employment opportunity. 
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1 SEC. 8. DISTRIBUTION OF SURCHARGES. 

2 All surcharges which are received by the Secretary from 

3 the sale of coins issued under this Act shall be promptly paid 

4 by the Secretary to the United States Olympic Committee. 

5 Such amounts shall be used by the United States Olympic 

6 Committee solely to train United States Olympic athletes, to 

7 support local or community amateur athletic programs, and 

8 to erect facilities for the training of such athletes. 

9 SEC. 9. AUDITS. 

10 The Comptroller General shall have the right to exam- 

11 ine such books, records, documents, and other data of the 

12 United States Olympic Committee as may be related to the 

13 expenditure of amounts paid under section 8. 

14 SEC. 10. COINAGE PROFIT FUND. 

15 Notwithstanding any other provision of law — 

16 (1) all amounts received from the sale of coins 

17 issued under this Act shall be deposited in the coinage 

18 profit fund; 

19 (2) the Secretary shall pay the amounts author- 

20 ized under this Act from the coinage profit fund; and 

21 (3) the Secretary shall charge the coinage profit 

22 fund with all expenditures under this Act. 

23 SEC 11. FINANCIAL ASSURANCES. 

24 (a) No Nbt Cost to the Gk)VEBNMBNT. — The Secre- 

25 tary shall take all actions necessary to ensure that the issu- 
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1 ance of the coins authorized by this Act shall result in no net 

2 cost to the United States Gbvemment. 

3 (b) Adequate Sbcubity fob Payment Re- 

4 QuntED. — No coin shall be issued under this Act unless the 

5 Secretary has received — 

6 (1) full payment therefor; 

7 (2) security satisfactory to the Secretary to indem- 

8 nify the United States for full payment; or 

9 (3) a guarantee of full payment satisfactory to the 

10 Secretary from a depository institution whose deposits 

11 are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora- 

12 tion, the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corpo- 

13 ration, or the National Credit Union Administration 

14 Board. 

O 
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Mr. Hiler of Indiana. 

Mr. Hiler. I thank the Chairman for his kind comments, and I, 
too, want to applaud the athletes who will be participating today 
and over the course of the next year as they prepare for the 1988 
Olympics, and I also want to applaud you, Mr. Chairman, for your 
diligence and hard work in ensuring that a program like the Olym- 
pic Coin Program can be made possible with the profits going to 
the athletes, those who work long hours and oftentimes at great ex- 
pense to themselves — not oftentimes, but always at great expense 
to themselves, and I think it's great that we have this particular 
kind of program which can assist them. 

As a Hoosier I feel that Fm being inundated with outstanding 
athletic performances this week. As many in the audience will 
know, this week in South Bend, Indiana the International Summer 
Special Olympics are taking place. 

I had the opportunity over the weekend to see a couple of per- 
formances and to see many of the 4,500 athletes there, and certain- 
ly those athletes are a testimony to the courage and the diligence 
which they have put forward to overcome tremendous odds. 

We also in Indiana will be host to the Pan American Games 
starting this Saturday that will take place in Indianapolis and at 
several other sites around the State where we will have world class 
athletes taking place and many of them who will also be participat- 
ing in the 1988 Oljonpics. 

And of course this morning, Mr. Chairman, we have the opportu- 
nity to view several outstanding athletes in our committee room. 

I think it is tremendous the work that our athletes do in promot- 
ing our country and our values and our way of life around the 
world. They represent the United States when they put on that 
uniform and I think it is not too great to ask the Congress to put 
its name on the line in supporting these athletes when they do the 
bidding for this country and for the standards that we try to 
uphold, and I applaud the chairman once again and yield back. 

Chairman Annunzio. I thank you very much for your statement. 

We have a number of Members of Congress here. 

Would anyone like to make a statement? 

Norman Shumway of California, a Member of the full Banking 
Committee. 

Mr. Shumway. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I am not a Member of this subcommittee, but I appreciate the 
invitation to be here this morning, and I would like to commend 
you for the tireless effort that you have exerted on behalf of this 
program. 

I was pleased to support you the last time we did it, and I'm 
looking forward to supporting you again. I think it is a very com- 
mendable program and your leadership is exemplary for all of us. 

I have served on this Banking Committee for over 8 years now, 
and during all of those years I don't recall a hearing that we have 
ever had in this room that offered the excitement that we antici- 
pate here this morning. 

I'm just wondering how the court reporter is going to put all of 
this in the record. [Laughter.] 
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But it is a very novel and unique opportunity for us Mr. Chair- 
man, and I thank you for inviting me and commend you for your 
strong support of this legislation. 

Chairman Annunzio. I thank you very much. 

Mr. Shumway is a Member of the full committee, and when the 
legislation hopefully passes this morning through the subcommit- 
tee, it will be referred to the full committee. 

Mr. Parris, would you like to say something? 

Mr. Parris. No, thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Annunzio. We have Mr. McMillen, a Member of the 
Congress, and you were a member of the 1972 Oljonpic Team. 
Would you like to say something? 

Mr. McMillen. Mr. Chairman, yes, I am that old. [Laughter.] 

Thank you for the chance to be here and to commend your lead- 
ership in authorizing the minting of these commemorative coins. 

I recall back in the 1972 Olympics, they were not quite as pleas- 
ant as the last Olympics in Los Angeles. As a matter of fact, they 
were quite catastrophic with terrorist attacks and refereeing and 
disputes and all sorts of problems. 

I am very, very pleased to be here because as a Member of Con- 
gress and a former member of the Oljonpics it's so very, very im- 
portant that we provide these funds for our athletes. So many 
times across the world other nations go to great lengths to fund 
their teams and their individuals and their athletes, and this is one 
major step that we can do to provide the very best for our athletes. 

You know, the founder of the modem Oljmipics, Pierre de Cou- 
bertin made a statement that he hoped that peace would be the by- 
product of the Olympic Games. A lot of people don't think about 
that, but that really is the purpose of the Olympic Games, not only 
to provide a forum for our great athletes of the world, but to hope 
that by bringing nations together in the spirit of competition that 
we promote peace. 

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased of your leadership in this regard 
and delighted to be here. Thank you. 

Chairman Annunzio. I thank you very much. 

Would any other Member like to make a statement? 

Mr. Torres, 1 minute. 

Mr. Torres. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

May I echo my colleague's comments in commending you on this 
unique format that you have come forth with today. 

I am happy to be here of course because I am a Member of the 
Banking Committee, while not a Member of this subcommittee. In 
addition, I am happy to be here because one of my constituents is 
here. He is one of the Olympic Gold Medal winners, Paul Gonzales, 
who much like myself, fought his way out of the barrios into na- 
tional prominence; he in the Olympics, and I, fighting my way out 
of that kind of a setting into politics. 

So Mr. Chairman, I welcome Paul Gonzales here along with his 
friends and colleagues. I also welcome several constituents of mine 
that are here participating in the cast of ''Cats," the current show 
in town. We have a great making here for a Hollywood spectacular. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Annunzio. Thank you. 
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Now I will introduce Mr. Prins, our staff director, who in turn 
will introduce the athletes that will perform. 

Mr. Prins. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

This morning we have three athletes that are going to perform. 
And, in order to add some excitement to it, we hiave made a deal 
with the athletes that each routine will be judged by the Members 
of the subcommittee and the Members of the committee who are 
here. 

If any of the athletes score less than a perfect 10, there will be 
no coin program. [Laughter.] 

Now all of the Members have score cards with them. So after the 
routine we will ask them to hold up their score cards when I make 
the announcement. 

Our first gjrmnast this morning is 16 year-old Joyce Wilboum. 
She was the individual star of the recent U.S. Olympic Festival in 
North Carolina winning the hearts of the largest crowd ever to see 
the sport in the Nation, more than 20,000, with perfect lO's in the 
vault and floor exercise. 

She won a Bronze Medal at the 1986 Good Will Games in Mexico 
and has been a member of the national team for 2 years. She is a 
student at the John F. Kennedy High School in Patterson, New 
Jersey, and one of the bright stars of the future for the United 
States of America. 

Ladies and gentlemen, Joyce Wilboum. [Applause.] 

(Athletic performance of Joyce Wilbourn follows:) [Applause.] 

Mr. Prins. Judges, may we have vour scores, please. 

(Score Cards indicating all lO's plus one 10 y2 held up by the Con- 
gressional Members.) [Applause.] 

Mr. Prins. Our next athlete is 25 year-old Scott Johnson — 26 
now. He had a birthday. 

Scott won an Ol3anpic Gold Medal for the United States in the 
1984 Games at Los Angeles in the men's team competition, and has 
collected a total of 24 medals in the United States Ol3rmpic Festi- 
val, more than any other athlete. 

He is a native of Colorado Springs and was NCAA All American 
at the University of Nebraska and has been in the sport for 15 
years. He is married and resides in Lincoln, Nebraska, where he is 
coached by Frances Allen. 

Ladies and gentlemen, Scott Johnson. [Applause.] 

(Athletic performance by Scott Johnson follows:) [Applause.] 

Mr. Prins. Could we have the scores for that routine, please. 

(Score Cards indicating all lO's plus one 10 y2 held up by the Con- 
gressional Members.) [Applause.] 

Mr. Prins. Our next athlete is from Los Angeles, California. 
Peter Vidmar was one of the stars of the 1984 Or3anpic Games in 
Los Angeles for the United States winning two Gold Medals and 
one Silver Medal for the surprising U.S. Men's Team. 

The 25 year-old— are you still 25, Peter? 

Mr. Vidmar. No, I am 26. 

Mr. Prins. He's 26, too. [Laughter.] 

The 26 year-old Los Angeles native captained the 1984 Ol3anpic 
Team. He spent 6 years on the National Team and was a collegiate 
star at UCLA where he mcgored in economics. He is ranked as one 
of the sport's greatest U.S. athletes. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, Peter Vidmar. [Applause.] 

(Athletic performance by Peter Vidnuu* follows:) [Applause.] 

Mr. Prins. Judges, could we have the score for that exercise. 

[Score Cards indicating all lO's plus one 10 y2 held up by the Con- 
gressional Members.) 

Mr. Prins. Those were just warm-up routines, and now once 
again, Scott Johnson. [Applause.] 

(Athletic performance by Scott Johnson follows:) [Applause.] 

Mr. Prins. And could we have the scores for that exercise, 
please. 

(Score Cards indicating all lO's plus one 10 Vi held up by the Con- 
gressional Members.) 

Mr. Howard. I should make a comment. As the technical adviser 
or sometimes referred to as the coach of the gymnasts, just to let 
the group know what is involved here, I had an argument one time 
with a football coach. He argued that his sport was more complex 
than my sport, and I said, no, it's not. 

For one gymnast for optional exercises, he has to perform 61 
skills, highly complex motor skills. When vou combine that with 
compulsory exercises and you also add another 61, 122 highly com- 
plex motor skills, most of which are very unrelated. 

We feel it takes a minimum of 4 hours a day — minimum — to de- 
velop the expertise that Scott and Peter have arrived at in what we 
are seeing here today. 

So when you see gymnastics hopefully you will appreciate the ac- 
tivities that they are doing and the length of time that it takes for 
them to develop to that level. 

My only analogy is that gymnastics is like music. How long 
would it take you to learn how to play the piano well enough to be 
invited to play in Carnegie Hall, and that's how long it takes these 
people to develop their expertise. 

OK, Peter, you're up. 

(Athletic performance by Peter Vidmar follows:) [Applause.] 

Mr. Prins. We will now take a 5-minute recess to move the 
equipment out and bring the hearing table in. 

[Recess taken.] 

Chairman Annunzio. Will the panelists take their seats at the 
table. 

The subcommittee will come to order. 

Mr. Prins will make an announcement and then I will go ahead. 

Mr. Prins. Mr. Chairman, we very much, and I'm sorry I didn't 
say this earlier, but we want to thank the Karon Gymnastic Center 
in Fairfax that is run by Mr. Milan Stanovich and the Karon Gym- 
nastic Center in Manassas, VA, that's run by Mr. Jeff Walk. Thev 
brought all the equipment in, they brought it in last night and took 
it out this morning. It took a lot of work, and we really appreciate 
them helping out here. [Applause.] 

Chairman Annunzio. Now I will introduce the panelists. Each 
panelist will take a maximum of 5 minutes. I want to try to com- 
plete the hearing so that we can mark up the legislation today, but 
before I proceed, on behalf of the entire subcommittee, I want to 
express my deep appreciation to the people who performed today, 
Ms. Wilbourn, Mr. Vidmar and Mr. Johnson. It was excellent, and 
I will tell you the judges were not biased and you did score 10. All 
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of you made a 10. You earned it, and we want to wish you contin- 
ued success in your endeavors with the athletic programs. 

The opening of this panel today is a lot different than 5 years 
ago. We opened the panel under an atmosphere of genuine spirit, 
the American spirit of working together in order that we can win 
together. 

I just want to remind the panelists that the other day I read an 
article on Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton. You know, 
in the early days of our Republic they were two arch enemies, po- 
litical enemies, Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson. Hamil- 
ton was the Federalist and Jefferson was the Anti-Federsdist. 

The one thing that they agreed on was the United States Mint, 
that it should always be imder the control of the Congress and the 
people. I didn't know that 5 years ago. I never used it. I am using it 
now. But that was my argiunent, and they agreed that we should 
never have any coins minted by a foreign government, that we 
should always keep control of our currency and of our coinage. 

And this is what this subcommittee has done in winning the 
fight to turn over all the money to the athletes instead of private 
industry. We've made a decision that I hope stavs with us for all of 
the years ahead, that the Mint should never be used for private 
profit by private marketers. 

The United States Mint is capable of not only minting coins, but 
of creating a sales program and an atmosphere so that we can have 
the kind of success that we had 5 years ago with the Oljmipic 
Coins. We had a great advertising program on television, ads in 
newspapers and ads in magazines. The American people responded 
and the program was a tremendous success. 

Our first witness today will be the president of the United States 
Oljonpic Committee. Mr. Helmick, I greet you and am happy that 
you're here today. We want to meet the president of the Olympic 
Committee and we want to tell you what a great job your commit- 
tee has been doing. 

STATEMENT OF ROBERT H. HELMICK, PRESIDENT, UNITED 
STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 

Mr. Helmick. It is a pleasure to be here. My name is Bob Hel- 
mick. I am a water polo player and president of the United States 
Ol3mipic Committee. I didn't start out that way. I am a practicing 
attorney in Des Moines, lA. 

And if you think it's easy to become a water polo player going to 
Drake University that doesn't have a swimming pool, that is a 
problem. 

First of all, may I take this opportunity to from the bottom of 
our hearts thank the committee for the 1984 Coin Act. Really we 
couldn't have done it, we really could not have done it without that 
money that came to us. It made the difference in the final days, in 
the final weeks and in the final months in the preparation of our 
athletes. We were able to really support them as the Coin Act 
stated. 

The good thing about that, the Coin Act, the good thing about 
the funds is it went right to the bottom line, and the bottom line 
are the athletes, and that's who we have to support here. 
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We have filed our written statement and rather than going 
through that I would like to make just a few comments really from 
the bottom of my heart about amateur sports in the United States 
and about what the Olympic Committee is doing and really some of 
the shocking things I think that you're going to hear today as to 
the crisis we are coming to, the monetary crisis that we are coming 
to in amateur sports in this Nation. That must be solved and we 
just head it off, and this bill can indeed do that. 

After the 1972 Games, and prior and leading up to that and 
when I first became involved in sports as the leader of the water 
polo effort from 1968 to 1972, 1 found the organization of sport was 
fractured, it was divisive. Our athletes were winning in spite of the 
organizations that were controlling sports in this Nation at that 
time. 

We went to the 1972 Games with our organizations ill-prepared. 
Our athletes were prepared, but not our organizations. In water 
polo we had to beg and borrow time to get pools. We had young 
men, 26 to 30 years old with families, like myself, who took on time 
and who were unemployed, and the only way they could be sup- 
ported was by literally begging and borrowing money. 

We went to those Games, and as the Congressman of one of our 
basketball teams said, they were chaotic and there were certain 
problems and we were ill-prepared, not the athletes. 

You know, the people of the United States said we are not going 
to take this any more, and those of us in sports said we are not 
going to take this any more, and Congress said we are not going to 
take this any more, and they adopted the 1978 Amateur Sports 
Act, which restructured sports. 

What it did is it put vertical integration of all organizations 
under one body, and we call those the National Governing Body. 
There is one for each sport. 

What happened before the Amateur Sports Act is the only way 
the organizations could get at each other was to deny eligibility to 
athlet^. The universities would say if you go over there to Europe, 
you're not going to be able to play in the intercollegiate basketball 
championships, and the AAU would say if you go to that collegiate 
game some place, you're not going to be able to play in the Pan 
American Game. 

The Amateur Sports Act changed things so that now we old, 
gray-haired men when we have fights we can fight with each other 
in hearings in court and the athletes keep on participating. 

I think that we have responded from 1978 to 1987 with getting 
our house in order, and I would submit to you that we now are in- 
tegrated, we have all of our sports organizations working together, 
sometimes not in such friendly competition, but we work our differ- 
ences out within this organization. 

What has happened also is we have gone from a budget of $4 mil- 
lion to a budget of $130 million for a 4-year period. But we are find- 
ing that even with that increased budget we're not even starting to 
scratch the surface of sport in this Nation. 

We feel that the Amateur Sports Act has charged the United 
States Ol3anpic Committee as the coordinating body of all sport, 
and the Congress felt that citizens of the United States, all of 
them, should have an opportunity to compete in sport. And that 
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doesn't mean just the elite athlete, but that means everyone re- 
gardless of their athletic ability, and it means everyone regardless 
of their background, their social and economic background, it 
means everybody, regardless of physical handicaps and it means 
everyone regardless of mental disabilities. It means everyone, and 
it means women as well as men. 

It's a big undertaking, and what we have been doing is trsring to 
concentrate on bringing sport to everyone. To do this we are trsdng 
to have more and more grass-roots programs. What are we doing? 
We have now established the United States Olympic Festival which 
brings great attention to amateur sport in the Nation. 

We now are establishing a program and sponsoring a program of 
State Games where in an Olympic style competition in every State 
we open the doors for competition to young people, old people and 
people of all backgrounds. Through our National Governing Bodies 
there is a vast need to put on coaching clinics to bring sport to 
people at the local area. 

We need to make advances, but even more of a crisis exists be- 
cause while we have been advancing in the organization of sport in 
this Nation, the foundation for sport has been the university pro- 
grams. The universities are now getting into a crisis of money. As a 
result, some of the lesser publicized sports are being dropped or are 
under pressure. 

We must come in, and some of the athletes today will be telling 
you about this, about the crisis that exists, we must come in 
through our National Governing Bodies to support those sports or 
we are going to lose them. 

I think that the stories that you're going to hear today will dem- 
onstrate to you the real need that we have for grass-roots pro- 
grams, the real need we have for additional facilities and the real 
need that we have to support our elite athletes. 

With that, again I want to express the appreciation of the United 
States Oljonpic Committee for your sponsorship of this, and I can 
only tell you again from the bottom of my heart it is sorely and 
desperately needed. 

Tliank you very much. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Helmick can be found in the ap- 
pendix.] 

Chairman Annunzio. Thank you very much, Mr. Helmick, for 
your testimony. 

Our next witness is General George D. Miller, the executive di- 
rector of the United States Oljonpic Committee. 

Mr. Miller, it's a pleasure to have you here today. 

STATEMENT OF GENERAL GEORGE D. MILLER, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 

Mr. Miller. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

As Mr. Helmick said, we are delighted to be here under these cir- 
cumstances, and I can assure you that we are all in complete 
accord with how this program should progress because we have 
kept in very close contact with you and Mr. Prins as this has devel- 
oped. 
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I want to express my appreciation to all of the Members of your 
subcommittee for the support that they give to us and for the 
Members of the full committee as well. 

I have a particular viewpoint of this which, although I don't have 
a background as an Ol3anpic athlete, I am working for the Ol3anpic 
Committee as a chief fund raiser, if you will, as the executive direc- 
tor. So what you're doing is making my job a heck of a lot easier, 
and I think that FU probably be able to improve my golf score in 
the next quadrenniimi as a result of this. [Laughter.] 

It's interesting to look at the development of funding for the 
Olympic movement, and I must say that we talk about the Oljmipic 
movement as an amateur athletic movement, and there are some 
who decry the commercialism, if you will, that goes into supporting 
the movement. 

What is misunderstood throughout the world is the fact that this 
country is different than many other countries of the world who 
rely upon their governments for support. Our government, while 
providing us with the Amateur Sports Act of 1978 which gives us 
the tools in the control of the Olympic marks to support ourselves, 
does not provide direct sustained funding. But through measures 
such as this they have firmly indicated their support of the Olym- 
pic movement as they did during the last quadrenniimi and as Mr. 
Annunzio's bill has clearly indicated for the current quadrennium. 

I could take you back to 1976 when there was a Presidential Blue 
Ribbon panel or commission appointed to look at amateur sports in 
this country and determine what it would take to put our amateur 
sports on a par with the rest of the world, and it was kind of re- 
vealing when they came back to the President and said that it 
would take a one-time infusion of $215 million and an annual 
budget of $83 million to put our athletic program in a competitive 
position with the socialist countries. 1976 dollars we're talking 
about. We have never come close to achieving that goal. 

There never has been an infusion of $215 million. Our annual 
budget is something like $32 million and not $83 million. So we are 
falling far short of what that Commission said that it would take to 
bring our athletics up to a par with the rest of the world. 

In spite of that, we have been able, because we have worked a 
system of priorities to help our elite athletes, and you've seen some 
of them perform here today, to achieve success in the world and to 
represent our country in a way that makes all Americans proud I 
believe. 

We have three training centers in this country today, national 
training centers, only one of which approaches being a complete 
Olympic training center, and that is in Colorado Springs. That is 
operated entirely by the United States Oljonpic Committee. We 
have an additional one where we use facilities, but it is operated 
entirely by Northern Michigan University in Marquette, Michigan, 
and we lease facilities in Lake Placid, NY. 

We are currently negotiating with the Olympic Redevelopment 
Authority in New York to improve our position there, but we do 
vastly need improvements in all of these facilities. We have a 
master plan that we have just developed for Colorado Springs 
which, if it comes to fruition and is approved by our executive 
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board, will cost upwards of $75 million to bring that facility up to a 
par where it should be. 

At Lake Placid we simply rent dormitories. Governor Cuomo and 
the State Legislature of New York have come forward with an 
offer of $5 mUlion to prime the pump, if you will, to develop those 
facilities there. I estimate that it will probably cost us another $15 
million should we engage in that, and our executive board will ad- 
dress this in the month of October. 

I would close, Mr. Chairman, by simply stating that the Olympic 
Team belongs to the people of this great Nation. The people of our 
country have always supported our Olympic Team. 

I want to express my thanks again to you for giving the people of 
the United States the opportunity to support their team through 
this unique way which does not in effect cost the Government any- 
thing. 

Thiemk you very much, Mr. Chairman, and the committee. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Miller can be foimd in the ap- 
pendix.] 

Chairman Annunzio. Thank you very much. General. We appre- 
ciate your being here today. 

Our next witness is going to be introduced by Congressman 
McMillen, Ms. Theresa Andrews, the 1984 Ol3mipic Gold Medalist 
in swimming. 

Congressman McMillen. 

Mr. McMillen. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

It is a pleasure for me to have a chance to introduce not only a 
fellow Olympian, but a constituent of mine from Anne Arundal 
County. 

Theresa hails from Annapolis, MD I believe, and Fm pleased to 
introduce her. As you may recisdl, in the 1984 Ol3mipics she cli- 
maxed her competitive career by winning the Gold Medal in the 
100-meter backstroke event and swimming the backstroke leg in 
the victorious medley relay team for the United States. 

It is a pleasure for me to introduce vou, Theresa. I understand 
you are now employed as a recreational therapist for the National 
Rehabilitation Hospital in Washington. 

Theresa Andrews. 

Thank you. 

STATEMENT OF THERESA ANDREWS, 1984 OLYMPIC GOLD 
MEDALIST IN SWIMMING 

Ms. Andrews. Thank vou, Congressman. 

It's nice to be here today. It's nice to be from this area and share 
a little bit of the support that I felt back in 1984. 

Coming from a family of 12 and being from the town of Annap- 
olis, we are very military, and my start came from swimming at 
the Naval Academy Junior Swim Club. 

My first introduction to the Oljonpic Training Center came at 
age 14 when early in my career I was classified as a summer 
league swimmer. 

One of the reasons why I got involved in this sport was that a 
mother of 12 decided that her children were going to do one sport, 
and drive us all to one place and bring us all back. [Laughter.] 
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A key word in our family and in our upbringing w£is activity, 
and whether that was in swimming or whether that was in aca- 
demics you were going to be active and involved, and that's my 
first taste. 

At age 14 I was training 1 hour a day. I went to a meet out at 
Urbine, CA, my mother and I. They couldn't afford to send a coach. 
I remember going to the swim meet and warming up in the 
shower. My mother comes out, you need to go warm up in the pool. 
I said, Fll get in their way and I don't want to do that. 

That was the National Junior Ol3anpics, and I ended up winning 
that meeting swimming 1 hour a day, and got an invite the next 
month from the Squaw Valley Olympic Training Center sa3dng, 
Ms. Andrews, we would like you to come out to the Training 
Center and participate in this training week or 2 weeks out there. 

I fly out there, and I remember the flrst day out there they said 
we want you to flU out your program and what you compete in. 
And all these other people who have been introduced to a lot of 
high-level programming and things like that, I hadn't been intro- 
duced to that at the Naval Academy £is of yet. 

I remember fllling out this little form, and I took a little comer 
of the paper, and these other people who were in these programs 
were filling out pages and pages. And the coaches came back and 
they said, Ms. Andrews, we don't want to see your warmup. We 
want to see a t3rpical workout. I started bursting into tears and 
said, sir, that is my workout. 

But the nicest thing that came from that at age 14 was that it 
was a nice step up because I was given the opportimity of seeing 
what Oljonpic athletes were training like. I was doing very well in 
some natural ability, and it came at a good time in my career that 
I could step up. 

The funding was there to fly out a yoimg lady from Annapolis 
and show her what else is out there and show me how other people 
were training and it gave me something to come back with. 

I had to leave Annapolis to go to Baltimore to train to get that, 
but that club was being funded by the United States Swimming 
which was receiving funding from the Olympic Committee, too. 

One of the nice opportunities I have being retired from the sport 
is that I'm working fiiU time right now at the National Rehabilita- 
tion Hospital, but I travel twice a month to high schools, to swim 
tecuns, to colleges and to corporations and a question that comes up 
is, if you have children would you get them involved in sports and 
would you want them to be an Ol3anpic athlete and do just as well 
as you've done? 

I said one of the things I would want them to do that I got out of 
the sport and being involved and being at the Olympic level at age 
24 that I'm seeing is that I'm disciplined, I'm responsible and I 
know what commitment is and I know how to set goals and how to 
achieve goals and how to accept failure and make failure into suc- 



Those are Ol3anpic skills that we're learning and not just the 
Gold Medals that we are very proud to bring back as athletes to 
our country, because 1984 was fantastic to be a part of that and 
responsible. 
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I got back in Washington, DC. and in Annapolis and it was fan- 
tastic, but also the life skills that we have, that we possess and that 
we'll always have, and I feel very honored that I can continue for 
years and years to go around and talk to young athletes and to 
people who are working to share the skills that Tve learned. 

I appreciate the opportunity today to thank you for your support 
in 1984 because I certainly felt it and to thank you for the opportu- 
nity that you're giving me to be able to keep going out and being 
able to share that. And I hope for your support continuing in 1988, 
too. 

Thank you. 

[The prepared statement of Theresa Andrews can be found in the 
appendix.] 

Chairman Annunzio. Thank you very much. 

Now I'm going to ask our next witness to be introduced by Con- 
gresswoman Saiki, Mr. Tom Kono. 

Ms. Saiki. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, for letting me 
be here today to present a person who is an outstanding athlete 
and certainly a very respected citizen of the great State of Hawaii, 
and of course he happens to also be a constituent. [Laughter.] 

Pound for pound Tommy Kono has been acknowledged the 
world's finest weightlifter. His Oljmipic record speaks for itself. 

In 1952 he won the Lightweight Gold Medal, in 1956 the Light 
Heavyweight Gold Medsd and in 1960 the Middleweight Silver 
Medal. 

He was twice Olympic champion, a nine-time world champion 
and 11 times national champion. 

In the 1956 National Championships in Philadelphia, Tommy 
Kono set an unofficial world record by establishing new and then 
breaking the new world records at least eight times in the competi- 
tion. 

Seven times he was voted the outstanding lifter in the United 
States. Upon retirement from the sport, he settled in Hawaii, and 
I'll forgive him for having been bom in Sacramento. [Laughter.] 

But he now lives in Hawaii and has continued his association 
with weightlifting. He was the USA Olympic coach in 1976. Previ- 
ously he had coached the Oljonpic teams of Mexico and West Ger- 
many in 1968 and 1972 respectively. 

Currently he is working with the Department of Parks and 
Recreation in Honolulu and is a true inspiration to every young 
person in Honolulu. 

He is also a top rated coach in the U.S. Weightlifting Federation. 

It is my great honor today, Mr. Chairman, to present an out- 
standing person, Mr. Tommy Kono. 

Chairman Annunzio. Mr. Kono, you can proceed for 5 minutes. 

STATEMENT OF TOMMY KONO, 1952 AND 1956 OLYMPIC GOLD 
MEDALIST IN WEIGHTLIFTING 

Mr. Kono. Thank you, Congresswoman Saiki. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to state that I got into weightlifting 
and into the Olympic movement simply because I used to be very 
asthmatic when I was young, from the time I was 2 until I was 12 
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years old. I used to be so asthmatic that I used to miss about one- 
third of my school days. 

It was during the war years, the Second War, when I was in the 
detention camp in Tule Lake, CA that I was introduced to weight 
training, and that improved my health to the point where when I 
was 17 years of age I entered my first competition in weightlifting 
and I placed second. There were only two of us in our class. [Laugh- 
ter.] 

But little did I think that 4 years hence I would be on the Olym- 
pic team going to Helsinki representing the United States. In fact, 
I was a member of the U.S. Army at the time I won a Gold Medal 
there. 

I was in the golden era of American weightlifting then. We had a 
number of tremendous good athletes in weightlifting and we had 
such people as John Davis or Norbit Shimanski, Paul Anderson or 
the little Italian, Charlie Vinnci or Izach Burger. We were like a 
League of Nations really [Laughter.] 

Because of that I think the State Depieutment thought well of us 
in sport to send us to different countries for exhibitions. Some of 
the coimtries that we went to at that time, I see that it's the trou- 
bled area right now. We went to such places as Egypt, Iran, Iraq 
and even to far off Afghanistan where they didn't even know what 
a barbell was. We went to Thailand. 

So we were really trsring to promote weightlifting and we were 
trying to promote the United States. 

Since then weightlifting has really slipped in the United States, 
and I think the reason is because we don't have a grass-roots pro- 
gram. 

Just recently I was in Australia and they have what they call 
quality to get quantity, or rather just the opposite, quantity for 
quality, and they had some 27,000 school children going to weight- 
lifting. That's only in one section of Australia. 

I think this is the kind of program that we need here, but to do 
that does require funding, and no better place can the Ol3anpic be 
than to have something like this stcuted. 

I would like to say that this proposed legislation by your subcom- 
mittee to mint some coins could really be the right step in this di- 
rection. 

Thank you. 

[The prepared statement of Tommy Kono can be found in the ap- 
pendix.] 

Chairman Annunzio. Thank you very much, Mr. Kono. 

Our next witness is Ms. Mitchell. 

Ms. Mitchell is preparing for the Pan American Games as the 
top United States entry in the platform diving event. She is reign- 
ing FINA World Cup champion off the 10-meter platform. 

A native of Scottsdale, AZ, Michele attended the University of 
Arizona from which she was graduated with high honors in Eng- 
lish and a solid background in diving. She never won a collegiate 
diving title, however. But after graduation she joined Dr. Ron 
O'Brien's talented diving cadre at Mission Viego, CA. 

Following the Oljonpic Games, Ms. Mitchell enrolled at the West- 
em States Law School in Fulerton. However, after one semester 
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she withdrew to concentrate on diving. She plans to return to law 
school upon the completion of her career in sports. 

At the Ol3anpic Games Michele placed second in the platform 
diving event. 

For the last three U.S. Olympic Festivals Michele has swept the 
diving competition. This represents the most solid success of any 
athlete in the history of the Ol3anpic Festival. 

Currently she resides in Boca Raton, FL, where she is a member 
of the Mission Viego Diving Team. 

Michele, you may proceed for 5 minutes. 

STATEMENT OF MICHELE MITCHELL, OLYMPIC DIVER 

Ms. MrrcHELL. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

You did introduce me, and I would like to say that the height 
that I dive from is approximately the height of this ceiling just to 
give you an idea of what my sport is all about. 

We thought about having me do some exhibitions here today, but 
the tank that we were going to bring in wasn't quite appropriate. 
[Laughter.] 

I would like to say to your committee that I recently was in Hol- 
land at a world championship, and I w£is speaking with my friends 
from China and Russia through an interpreter and I asked them 
what do you do? And they said what do you mean? And I said do 
you go to school? And they said, well, we are in sports school. And 
I said, what is sports school? Do you read books? Do you attend lec- 
tures? And they said, no, no, we study sports. I said, you study the 
principles of sports? What do you do? We do sports. 

I was talking to Chinese children that were about 14, and this 
was the answer they were giving me, and I was also speaking with 
some of the older Russian fellows who have really been aroimd for 
a number of years, and they were probably 27 or 28. 

It struck me at that point that one of the interesting differences 
between the Ol3anpic program here in the United States and 
maybe those of the Communist or Eastern Bloc regimes is that 
here we are always taught from childhood to be well rounded. You 
need to go to school, you need to have a social life, get involved 
with the glee club or whatever, be a great athlete and always look 
toward the future. 

It seems to me in those countries they are taught specificity. 
What they are trving to do is become a Medalist in a sport, and 
they really don't have an outside life. They are not per se as edu- 
cated possibly as we are. Their goals are different and their values 
are certainly different and that's fine. 

But it's interesting because what I find happening in diving is 
that we are very successful. We have Greg Louganis which is kind 
of like our machine gun against the world. [Laughter.] 

But what's happening in our sport is the athletes are getting 
older and older. I am 25, which isn't old compared to most any- 
thing else, but in diving it is because I hit the water at 30 miles an 
hour. So it's abusive to your body. 

But I'm now facing Russians and Chinese that are half my age. 
They are 12 years old, and they stcuted when they were four. They 
were hand picked out of government schools and they've now fo- 
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cused in on nothing but diving and that's exactly what they do all 
day forever until they don't do it any more. 

So it's interesting to me, first of all, how successful we have 
been, but more importantly where we're going. 

Programs such as this coin program and the money generated, 
the revenue generated by the USOC really helps the sport of diving 
in two very important ways and is going to help us in the future. 

One is its grassroots programs which take a tremendous amount 
of money just to create the idles and support the idles to get the 
grass-roots programs, even an interest in them and, second, to sup- 
port the elite in the sport because, as I see it, in the United States 
when there is so many things you can do, if you don't have a role 
model, you don't get the grassroots programs. 

So the money generated from this in our sport will greatly en- 
hance us at both the upper level, the elite athletes and down at the 
lower level, the grassroots. 

Thank you. 

[The prepared statement of Michele Mitchell can be found in the 
appendix.] 

Chairman Annunzio. Thank you, Ms. Mitchell. 

Our next witness, Mr. Jeff Blatnick, will be introduced by Mr. 
Hiler. 

Mr. Hiler. 

Mr. Hiler. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Bom in Schenectady, NY, Jeff Blatnick attended Springfield Col- 
lege where he was active in the wrestling program. After gradua- 
tion from college he became active with the Adirondack Wrestling 
Club. 

He had one of the best Greco-Roman wrestling records for the 
period 1980 to 1984. He was a member of the 1980 Olympic Team, 
won the National AAU heavyweight title in 1980 and 1981, and 
also collected the heavyweight title for the USA Wrestling in 1981. 

Blatnick's first international acclaim came in the 1980 World 
Cup when he won the Silver Medal. In the Oljonpic Games in Los 
Angeles he won the Gold Medal in the super heavyweight class. 

Blatnick's success in wrestling goes back to 1975 when he won 
the State championship. At Sprir^eld College he was the 1978 
and 1979 National College Athletic Association, Division II, cham- 
pion. His overall record in college competition was 88-4-1. 

A year before the Olympics he was stricken with cancer and had 
his spleen removed. This set back his training, but he recovered in 
time to earn a place on the team. 

Since the 1984 Games he was stricken with a recurrence of his 
ailment, but it is now in remission and he is seeking a place on the 
1988 team. This year he competed in the U.S. Oljonpic Festival. 

Blatnick is a much sought after speaker and he tells his story 
better than anyone else. Along with his frequent appearances as a 
speaker he also enjoys conducting wrestling clinics for the youth of 
the area. 

Chairman Annunzio. Jeff, you can go ahead with you own state- 
ment. 
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STATEMENT OF JEFF BLATNICK, 1984 OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALIST 

IN WRESTLING 

Mr. Blatnick. Thank you very much for that kind introduction. 
I appreciate that. 

A couple of words about my sport. I believe it's the world's oldest 
competition. Some people may argue that running was, but I asked 
what they were running from? [Laughter.] 

There is a rich tradition in wrestling. I started out as a loser. I 
was penned and cost my team the matches and such, and it w£is 
always a rung at a time t3rpe thing for me. Tve made many obser- 
vations now that Fve been competing for 14 years. 

When I was first introduced to the international t3rpe of wres- 
tling, free style and Greco-Roman, it was during my collegiate 
years, 1977, and I first got introduced to Greco-Roman wrestling 
and started training in Greco-Roman wrestling upon graduation 
from college in 1979. 

Needless to say, that's a very late start to decide on a discipline 
that you wish to excel in and become the best in the world in. 
There were no grass-roots programs when I was in high school. 

The person that Fm living with right now is a wrestler, Andy 
Seres, and he's 25 years old. He has more competitive matches in 
Greco-Roman wrestling now because of feeder programs that are 
slowly reaching down into the younger age groups. 

I've traveled all over the world. Vve been to Russia and I've been 
to Bulgaria, a place I may not want to vacation, but certainly a 
once in a lifetime t3rpe of visit. And I've had similar experiences, as 
Michele, in terms of meeting their athletes. 

As a member of the 1980 Olympic Team and one of the boycott 
boys and girls, it was interesting to see how other people viewed us. 
And they asked what did I get for making that Olympic Team, and 
mv answer was well, I spent all my life's savings to make that 1980 
Olympic Team. I moved out to North Dakota to make that Olympic 
Team and train out there because that's where my competition 
lies. 

They didn't believe me when I told them I didn't get anything. 
They told me they got houses, cars and money for international 
success. 

On top of this while I was in Bulgaria we trained with their 

Cior team before a tournament. I trained with a 19-year-old who 
been wrestling for 12 years. That's more experience than I had 
at the time, and all he did while he was at school was train in 
wrestling, period. He had no other responsibilities. He was allowed 
some time to go home, or otherwise he spent it all there. 

I believe in this countrv we have the finest athletes in the world 
in terms of hard work. I ve had the Russian coach come up to me 
and say we have better wrestlers, but you have bigger hearts, and I 
firmly believe that about American athletes and about American 
people. 

I know what it took to come back, and I feel that every champion 
has a tough road to hoe and has problems that they must over- 
come. I had my own t3rpe and I know what it took to come over 
those. I know what the support of family and friends means to me, 
and I know what it was like for my high school to put on a talent 
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show to raise $1,000 dollars apiece for four Olympic hopefuls from 
the same high school. 

That means an awful lot to an individual that is in a lesser 
known sport, and there are many lesser known sports besides wres- 
tling. We face budget cuts first usually in athletic lists when it 
comes to colleges and such. Our programs are the first to go, and 
sometimes that isn't necessarily fair. But for everyone we drop I 
make sure we try to get one back somewhere in this country. 

I believe after 1984 I experienced something that I may never ex- 
perience again, and I certainly hope that I get a chance, and that's 
the opportunity to go ahead and complete, but to feel the support 
of the American public and to be honored by fellow athletes in car- 
rying the flag at the closing ceremonies. 

This is something that will stick with me the rest of my life. It 
also gives me a bright spot to look at to help motivate me in times 
that I may not be feeling as well as others. 

It's certainly comforting to know that when I go around and I 
teach kids, and believe me I love to hear bodies banging into the 



mat, especially youn^ kids. [Laughter.] 
It's fun to teach. Tit 



'. m an educator. It's certcdnly fun to teach, and 
believe me in any sport you're going to take your lumps, but it 
really turns me on when I see kids wrestle. It pleases me, and it 
sees this tradition of thousands of years continuing. It's a pleasure 
to me to know that they don't have to have a bank roll or some 
sponsor per se to help them get through it because it's going to 
come at a time when a person trains that he has to ask himself am 
I going to make this commitment. 

There is a lot involved, whether it be a family, and I know wres- 
tlers that have quit because of family responsibilities, the time, 
career and possibly marriage. These are big decisions in anyone's 
life. 

And it's comforting to know that rather than it be a toss of a 
coin, that it be the support of a coin in making that decision, be- 
cause I know dollars are tough. 

For 8 years I lived on $5,000 or less training. I slept on couches. I 
stocked wood-burning stoves to stay warm. This is just the battle of 
anyone that's in my sport. 

I really feel it's a great honor. I said it looks like the Govern- 
ment is trying to get involved with the Olympics, and I say that's 
fantastic, and if there is anything that I can do in terms of helping 
promote this program, I would be more than happy to do so. 

I think it's a ffreat thing you did in 1984, and I cedainly think 
this is going to help promote amateur athletes in this country in 
the future. 

Thank you. 

(The prepared statement of Jeff Blatnick can be found in the ap- 
pendix.] 

Chairman Annunzio. Thank you venr much. 

Our next witness will be introduced by Congresswoman Nancy 
Pelosi of San Francisco, California. 

Ms. Pelosi. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Because Congressman Torres had to leave, unfortunately for 
him, he gave me the great honor of introducing our next witness, 
Paul Gonzales. 
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Paul Gonzales is proof that great things come in small packages. 
As an amateur he won 160 of 165 matches, and climaxed his ama- 
teur boxing career by winning the Olympic light flyweight title 
where the weight limit was 106 pounds. One hundred and six 
pounds over his 5-foot-8-inch frame doesn't leave much room for 
flabbiness. 

Gonzales has been an all-round athlete for most of his life. He 
played football, volleyball, basketball and participated in track and 
field in high school. 

He was born in Pecos, Texas in 1964 and now resides in the Los 
Angeles area. He has studied architecture at the Cerritos Commu- 
nity College and has worked part-time as an architectural drafts- 
man. 

Gonzales had 8 years of boxing experience when he entered the 
Olympic Games at the age of 20. He had experience in internation- 
al competition and finished runner-up to Rafael Ramos, Puerto 
Rico, in the 1983 Pan American Games. 

His walk-over victory in the final at the Olympic Games gave the 
USA its first Gold Medal in that sport where we would wind up 
with nine. 

Gonzales is now boxing professionally. 

Mr. Paul Gonzales. 

STATEMENT OF PAUL GONZALES, 1984 GOLD MEDALIST IN 

BOXING 

Mr. Gonzales. Thank you, Congresswoman Pelosi. 

This is kind of nerve-racking here, but other than that I believe 
that all the athletes have given you somewhat of their background, 
and not only that, but all their testimony has been from the heart 
and they are speaking of the truth. 

I feel that it doesn't matter what kind of area you come from, 
there is always a struggle. There is always a struggle to get there 
to the Olympic Training Center or to get tiiere to competition. 

I know that where I come from in East LA there are a lot of 
gymnasiums out there, gymnasiums that only teach professional 
fighters and not amateur boxers. And there are times when an 
amateur boxer gets elected to go to the Olympic Training Center 
and they come out with a professional style of boxing. 

When they get to the Olvmpic Training Center they have coach- 
es there that are qualified in international competition that give 
them the opportunity to learn the sport a lot better. Rather tnan 
going in there and hitting their opponents with elbows, they are 
using their heads a lot. 

I feel that I got my first international experience in 1977 at 
Squaw Valley, USA. Being there gave me a great thrill. Not only 
that, because in 1976 I watched the Oljrmpic Team win five Gold 
Medals in the Olympic Games, and I recall telling myself, Jesus, 
one day Tm going to be there to collect a Gold Medsd. 

I never knew the struggle it was to get there, the constant hours 
of putting in for training and how many times you had to say no 
parties and say no to your friends and to be at home at a certain 
time and to get up in the morning given those hours of training. 
And then there are times when youTe down because of the train- 
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ing or because of your body being very sore and telling yourself, 
Jesus, I don't want to go through this any more. 

The rewards are not only the Gold Medal, but the friendship that 
you experience during the Olympic Games or through any competi- 
tion, whether it's international, national or just inter-coUegiates, 
regionals or even your State championships, the friendship that 
you develop there. 

I feel that this country as well as every other country preaches 
one thing, and that is peace and not war. And I feel that through 
the Coin Act it's giving each and every athlete, whether you're 10 
years old or whether you are 25 or 28, it's giving them the opportu- 
nity to experience something that they will never experience in 
their life again, and that's not only the warmth of peace, but also 
the enjoyment of competition. I feel that everyone is in competi- 
tion, whether you sit behind a desk or whether you are demon- 
strating your field of education or whether you're developing some 
oilier techniques as boxing or as wrestling or swimming or diving. 

I feel that everyone's sport here is quite different from boxing, 
but everyone else has their opinion on that. As for m3rself, you 
know, boxing is a great sport as well as diving and wrestling. Be- 
lieve me, I wouldn't dive off a 90 foot platform, you know. [Laugh- 
ter.] 

I wouldn't give it a breather and not even a second thought. But 
see, these athletes here have given their all. 

Whenever we compete, we are competing for our country and we 
are representing not only our country but the community that we 
come from. We are also role models, as was given before from Mi- 
chele. 

I have to say that plays a very big, positive role, especially in a 
community that is low income where you see these kids who are 
trying to compete to get something out of life. A lot of people are 
looking at it from a professional standpoint where they can make 
money, and others are trying to win a Gold Medal or basically 
trying to get some kind of recognition back to the community that 
they come from. 

I know for one the experience that I received during the Olympic 
Games was something that was great. I made a lot of friends, espe- 
cially friends from the Olympic Team. And we all know the strug- 
gle of winning, and we all know the struggle and the feeling of vic- 
tory. 

And I feel that it has not only made the 1984 Olympic Team 
closer, but it made us all like family because we were there and we 
also shared the peace that was going on. 

I know that the Coin Act is something that is going to give each 
and every athlete that is coming up for 1988 and maybe 1992 the 
opportunity to go on and succeed in their dreams of winning Gold 
Medals, or maybe just the atmosphere of competing in Olympic 
competition, because getting to the Olympic Games is one of the 
greatest moments anyone can experience, especially when open 
ceremonies begin because then you feel the tear-jerking and all the 
experiences there. 

I can recall standing up there and receiving the Gold Medal and 
telling myself, Jesus, am I really here. [Laughter.] 
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And even this day I still get a thrill of hearing Olympic Gold 
Medalists because I still pinch myself thinking, Jesus, did I really 
accomplish this. I know Tm a professional, but the Olympic move- 
ment will alwa3rs be in my heart. 

And, believe me, if there is anything that I can do like Jeff Blat- 
nick said, I feel that I will take that step for the Olympic move- 
ment, and I feel that each and every one of these athletes would do 
the same because if we didn't believe in the movement or in the 
coin we wouldn't be here today. 

Thank you. 

[The prepared statement of Paul Gonzales can be found in the 
appendix.] 

Chairman Annunzio. Thank you very much. 

Our next witness will be introduced by the Ranking Republican 
Member of Congress on the full committee of the House Banking 
Committee, Mr. Wylie. 

Mr. Wyue. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

You do know how to put on a hearing. You do it right. [Laugh- 
ter.] 

It is a distinct honor and pleasure for me to introduce one of the 
distinguished athletes of this panel, Mr. Ambrose Rowdy Gaines, 
and I can well understand why you might have wanted to take on 
a nickname. [Laughter.] 

What an impressive and inspiring panel this is this morning, and 
included in that panel is Mr. Gaines. Bom in Winter Haven, Flori- 
da in 1959, Gaines attended Auburn University and now resides in 
Las Vegas where he coaches a swim team. 

He is one of the foremost of the younger motivational speakers. 
He has appeared many times on behalf of the United States Olym- 
pic Committee and the United States Swinmiing Federation. 

He was a member of the 1980 and 1984 U.S. Olympic Teams and 
the 1979 and 1983 Pan American Teams. He won individual Gold 
Medals in the 200-meter freestyle in both Pan American Games. In 
the 1984 Olympic Games he won the prestigious 100-meter freestyle 
and swam on two Gold Medal relay teams. 

In recapitulation, he earned 18 National and National Collegiate 
Athletic Association titles during his 6-year career swimming in 
elite competition. 

He received recognition as the Southeastern Conference Athlete 
of the Year in 1981 after being seleciea the previous year as Swim- 
mer of the Year by both the United States Swinmiing Federation 
and "Swimming World" magazine. In 1984 he was chosen World 
Swimmer of the Year. 

Mr. Ambrose Rowdy Gednes, you may proceed at your own pace. 
We are glad to hear from you. 

STATEMENT OF ROWDY GAINES, 1984 OLYMPIC DOUBLE GOLD 
MEDALIST IN SWIMMING 

Mr. Gaines. Thank you, Mr. Wylie. 

I wish you wouldn't have brought up Ambrose. [Laughter.] 

I go by Rowdy. [Laughter.] 

Thank you, Mr. Wylie and Mr. Chairman. 
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I started swimming when I was 17 years old. I was a junior in 
high school when I started competitive swimming. It's kind of a 
late age to start it, and FU never forget going from motel to motel 
and sneaking in in the mornings and trying to get into the pools 
because they were the only heated pools in town. We just did not 
have the faolities in my town, Winter Haven, FL at the time. 

You kind of wonder, gosh, you think Florida and Winter Haven 
and you would think there are pools all around, but believe it or 
not there wasn't at the time. Luckily, now we have a beautiful 50- 
meter pool, but it happened to be built the year after I graduated 
from high school. 

Now 11 years later Tm the swim coach. I am 28 ^ears old, and I 
coach a swim team in Las Ve^as, NV, as you said, and we still 
have the problem of facilities. Las Vegas has a population of over 
500,000 people and we have two 50-meter pools in the whole city. 

Now you think, you know, two 50-meter pools, and we have a lot 
of 25-yard pools. But strange as it may sound, we do not have 
enough Olympic size pools in this country. All international compe- 
tition — I take that back. Not all international, but 90 percent of 
international competition takes place in 50-meter pools, the Olym- 
pic Games, the Pan American G^ames world championships and 
any mcgor competition is held in a 50-meter pool, and we do not 
have enough of these. 

I have eiyoyed success in both the 25-yard and 50-meter, but 
what really counts is the 50-meter pool. That is where it's at. 
That's where you see athletes from all around the world training 
in and getting ready for competition. Swimming is an expensive 
sport Most parents scrimp and save just to give their children an 
opportunity to compete. 

Like I said, I coach a swim team and over the last couple of years 
I have had a lot of kids drop out of the program, and the main 
reason has been money. Parents cannot afford to send their chil- 
dren to meets or can't afford to pay the dues. 

And you think, well, this is just on a grass-roots program, but it 
isn't It goes all the way up to the elite. I know two swimmers right 
now, Tom Jager and John Moffit, that are having a hard time 
swimming competitively because of money. They can't afford it. 
You are talking about two gU3rs that were world champions. John 
Moffit was a world record holder and Tom Jager was a world 
record holder. 

I just saw them recently at our U.S. Senior National and they're 
having a hard time staying afloat, no pun intended. [Laughter.] 

They are having a hard time getting ready for the next year and 
a half for the Olympic Games because they just can't afford it. 

The United States Olympic Committee is my family. I consider 
them my family and always will. They have always been there, not 
only through funding, but also through guidance and a lot of love. I 
really believe in what they are trying to do. 

It makes me so proud to know that I'm from a countiy that is at 
least tryinff to do something like this. As Paul and Jeff and on 
behalf of aU the athletes, if there is anything I can do to help, be- 
lieve me, I am here. And I hope through the adopting of the Coin 
Program that can be done. 

Thank you. 
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[The prepared statement of Rowdy Gaines can be found in the 
appendix.] 

Chairman Annunzio. Thank you very much, Mr. Gaines, for 
your great statement. 

Now our next witness is Mr. Bill Toomey who is the director of 
volunteer fundraising, United States Olympic Committee and 1968 
Olympic Decathlon Gold Medal Winner. 

Mr. Toomey, will you proceed in your own manner and we will 
finish up as soon as we can. 

STATEMENT OF BILL TOOMEY, DIRECTOR, VOLUNTEER FUND- 
RAISING, UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE AND 1968 
OLYMPIC DECATHLON GOLD MEDAL WINNER 

Mr. Toomey. I should never have been on the Olympic Team in 
1968. I didn't start until I was 24, and I was the oldest guy. You 
had the youngest decathlon champion here when Bob Mathias was 
here. I was 29 when I finally got a Gold Medal. 

But the thing that troubled me the most was that we had no 
backup in the medical area, and in the decathlon I once said to a 
group that if I had to do it all over again, I would marry a girl who 
was an orthopedic surgeon just to avoid the bills. [Laughter.] 

We have a great potential now to help our athletes through 
sports science, and I am a big believer in this because it opens the 
opportunity for proper training, but it also provides a safety factor 
and information about life styles and about health. 

I won't take much time. I think everything that has to be said 
has been. But I do want to commend the committee for their atti- 
tude and their demonstration of interest in this Coin project. 

Thank you. 

Chairman Annunzio. Thank you very much for your statement. 
We appreciate it. 

All your statements are being taken down, and will be part of 
the record, and the record will remain open in case you want to 
submit any additional material. You can mail it to our Staff Direc- 
tor. 

Without objections, the subcommittee will vote now to put all the 
material that you send in into the record. 

Is there any objection? 

[No response.] 

Hearing none, it will be so. 

And now we have one more speaker, Mr. Vidmar, who performed 
for us and we scored him a 10. We're happy you're here today, the 
winner of two Gold Medals in the 1984 Olympics and Captain of 
the 1984 Men's Gynmastics Team. 

Mr. Vidmar, proceed in your own manner. 

STATEMENT OF PETER VIDMAR, WINNER OF TWO GOLD MEDALS 
IN THE 1984 OLYMPICS AND CAPTAIN OF THE 1984 MEN'S GYM- 
NASTICS TEAM 

Mr. Vidmar. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Fm sure that everything has been said that needs to be said, and 
to reiterate the goals of the program, of course this will greatly en- 
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hance the athlete's training, the lead athletes that are preparing 
for the games now. 

This will also help in the building of facilities that will make a 
difference, as Rowdy was talking about, and yet this is also going 
to afTect the grass-roots program. And we really are concerned 
about the loi^-term future of amateur athletics in our country, and 
that's where it has to take place, and that's in the grass-roots. 

I started in a gymnastics club when I was 11 years old, and I was 
fortunate because the club was only about three miles from my 
home and it was operated out of a public school. Because of that, 
the dues and the overhead for the coaches were not that great. I 
didn't have to pay much and my parents didn't have to pay much. 
That is very, very rare. Most clubs are private clubs and thev oper- 
ate out of warehouses. In Southern California the overhead is ex- 
tremely expensive and the dues are very, very expensive. 

So as a result, gymnastics in the past has only catered to middle- 
class or upper-income families, and we would like to see that across 
the board and have voung athletes from all over, from all other 
parts of t^e cities ana the inner-cities to be able to take part in our 
sport and we're hoping to do that. 

Scott Johnson who, unfortunately, had to leave, was a product of 
the high school program. A few years after Scott graduated from 
high school, they dropped the high school programs in Colorado. 
Had that been dropped 4 years earlier, Scott Johnson probably 
would have never become a gymnast and would have never made 
our Olympic Team and womd not have made the difference be- 
cause he was the real crucicd link in our team victory in 1984 and 
he wouldn't be testifying or performing for you today. 

Had there been a program now in Colorado Springs of course we 
might have some more young athletes who could also take advan- 
tage of the facilities at the Olympic Tredning Center. 

The NCAA is facing some very big cutbacks and it is affecting all 
sports. Gymnastics in the past has been a very healthy sport, but 
right now we are facing a big dilemma. And if they cut the pro- 
grams even more, they may drop gymnastics altogether. If that 
happens, then we are going to have young athletes that have to 
make a choice. Do I go to my club and train full time in my club 
and work to be able to support that, or do I go to school. 

And, unfortunately, I'm afraid that many top athletes will make 
the choice that they are not going to college and they will forfeit 
their collie education so that they can train for the Olympics, and 
that would be a ^reat disappointment if they never have a chance 
to go on and further their education, and this is something that we 
need to take care of 

Finally, I think there is a misconception that many people have 
of where the money goes in the U.S. Olvmpic Committee. A lot of 
people start to give their donations and the money comes in, oh, 
just a few months before the Games because they think well, these 
athletes, thev need to hop on that plane and get over to Seoul, 
Korea, and that's where the money goes is to send these athletes to 
the Games, and that is far from the truth. 

The great mcgority of the money is to help prepare the athletes, 
not only from a grass-roots level, but of course in the elite level 
and to have those athletes have a chance to prepare not only 1 
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year before the games, but 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 years before the 
Olympics because, as you know, the preparation b^ns long before- 
hand. 

I don't want to take up any more of your time, but if this is 
passed I think that especicdly you Members of the conmiittee can 
take special pride in the athletes that win Gold Medals in the 1988 
Olympics so that you can know that the medal just doesn't belong 
to the athlete, but it belongs to the many people that have been 
involved, the coaches, the parents and those people that were able 
to provide adequate funding for their training. 

So we thank you very much. 

Chairman Annunzio. Thank you very much for a good state- 
ment. 

Ms. Wilboum, have you anything that you would like to add to 
the testimony that has already been given, and I want to thank 
you for a fine performance today. You did a great job. 

Ms. Wilboum. 

STATEMENT OF JOYCE WILBOURN, 1988 OLYMPIC HOPEFUL IN 

GYMNASTICS 

Ms. WiLBOURN. Well, I think Peter said it pretty much for every- 
thing for the gymnastics. 

I would just like to say that Tm glad to be here today. 

Thank you. 

Chairman Annunzio. All right. Thank you very much. 

Now, if the panel would just sit where you are. I have no ques- 
tions to ask of the panel. 

Mr. Hiler, do you have any questions? 

Mr. Hiler. Mr. Chairman, Til take less than 30 seconds. 

Many of the witnesses, Ms. Mitchell and the others at this end of 
the table I think addressed it maybe a little bit more deeply than 
at this end of the table, and that's because they came nrst, but 
about the type of support that foreign countries are giving to their 
athletes, and it's an important question that we are going to have 
to be faced with. 

While you were telling about the experiences that youVe had, I 
can't honestly say that I would like to duplicate that here, but ob- 
viouslv there is a middle ground that must be approached and 
must be met. 

Certainly the fact that our athletes make tremendous sacrifices, 
not only in practice, but also financicdly and otherwise probably 
helps to develop that heart that you were referring to, Mr. Blat- 
nick. 

But, on the other hand, we don't want our people that are com- 
petii^ for this country to go to the poor house to do it, and maybe 
this Olympic Program and maybe other programs can be developed 
that wUl help assist in those efforts so we meet that middle ground 
which is I thmk where we would like to be. 

I thank you for your testimony. You've helped open my eyes 
quite a bit. 

Thank you. 

Chairman Annunzio. I thank you, Mr. Hiler. 

Ms. Pelosi, do you have any questions? 
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Ms. Pelosi. Mr. Chairman, I have no questions, but I do have a 
comment. 

Chairman Annunzio. Fine. 

Ms. Pelosi. First, I would hke unanimous consent that my open- 
ing statement be read into the record. 

Chairman Annunzio. Without objection, so ordered. 

[The opening statement of Ms. Pelosi can be found in the appen- 
dix.] 

Ms. Pelosi. No questions, Mr. Chairman. Thank you. 

Chairman Annunzio. I thank you. 

Mr. Wylie. 

Mr. Wylie. Mr. Chairman, I have no questions. 

You and the panel have persuaded me, and Fm ready to vote for 
the commemorative coin bUl any time you want to raise the ques- 
tion. [Laughter.] 

Chairman Annunzio. I thank you. 

The subcommittee is ready to mark up the bill. 

Usually we ask the panelists to leave the front table, but today I 
don't think that will be necessary. You can sit there and you are 
all going to be witnesses. 

I wish I had the authority to give you a vote. It would make my 
job a lot easier. [Laughter.] 

We are now going to mark up H.R. 2741. 

The Qerk will read the title. 

Mrs. Shellenberger. H.R. 2741, to authorize the minting of com- 
memorative coins to support the training of American athletes par- 
ticipating in the 1988 Olympic Games. 

Mr. HiLER. Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Annunzio. Mr. Hiler. 

Mr. Hiler. Mr. Chairman, I move that the bill be considered as 
read and open for amendment at any point. 

Is there objection to Mr. Hiler's request? 

[No response.] 

Hearing none, it is so ordered. 

Are there any amendments? 

[No response.] 

Hearing none, the bill will be considered as read, and I now rec- 
ognize Mr. Hiler. 

Mr. Hiler. Mr. Chairman, I move the passage of H.R. 2741. 

Chairman Annunzio. You all have heard the motion for the pas- 
sage of H.R. 274 L 

All those in favor signify by sa3ring Aye. 

[Chorus of Ayes.] 

Chairman Annunzio. Opposed, No. 

[No response.] 

The Ayes have it and the bill is passed unanimously. 

Now I want to express once again my deep appreciation to the 
panel. I know you have traveled from all over the country to be 
here. We were delighted to have you. Your testimony has helped 
the subcommittee and has helped the Members of Congress, and I 
know they will respond accordingly. 

Thank you very much. 

The subcommittee now stands adjourned. 
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[Whereupon, at 11:43 a.m., the subcommittee adjourned, subject 
to the call of the Chair.] 
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Xt it a plMSOM to appMT h%£otm the 8ub«C0Miitta« ia support of 
thit logitlAtion authorising tho minting of gold and ailvar ooina naxt 
yoar to eoHwaorata tha participation of Mnarioan athlataa in tha 1900 
wintar and SuoMr Olynpio Oanaa. Xn addition to ooMMnorating our 
participation in thaaa oaaatr thoaa ooina would rmiaa ineh naadad 
raranua for tha davalopnant and training of our athlataa. 

It ia a apacial plaaaura to appaar bafora GongraaaMn Annuniio, 
Chaiman of thia ■oh-CoHiittaa, and Congraatnan ft, Garmain» rh a lT» t n 
of tha CooBittaa on Banking* Pinanoa and Urban Affaira. Wa appraoiata 
GongraaaMA St. OarMin'a atvoog support for tha mitad fitataa Olyapie 
OooBittaa and our Olyapio taaa. Tha laadarahip of GongraaaMA Aaaunsio 
aaaurad tha paaaaga of tha Oly^^io coin bill iihich aaant ao mnati to our 
fiaaneial naada in 1M4. Tha nn a ttnting afforta of GongraaaMn 
tenonaio in support of tha ooin program fOlloidng ita paaaaga aaaurad 
tha suooaaa of thia invalnabU affort. Aa a raault of that prograsr 
tha OiOC ana abU to halp fund tha O.fi. Olympic PUiundatiaa idd.eh mas 
foundmd in 1984 tad* tharabVi haa baan abla to aaaiat m^tad 0Utaa 
athlataa with thair participation in national and intamatlfloal mitunx 
nporta oQ^patitiona. Tha coin program alao mada it poaaibU fbr tha 
noc to amka a spaoial grant to tha national govaming bodiaa fbr aaoh 
apart to aaaiat tham and thaix athlataa in prapariag for tha 1904 
Olynpic Ganaa ia Loa Jkngalaa. xiiia aaaiatanoa playad a Tary important 
rela in tha iwiaa auooass vhioh our Olympic taam anjoyad in Xm 



Zt would ba appropriata at thia point to giva warn baokground 
organisation of tha oaoc, ita aotiyitiaa, a o oo aa aaa and naada. 
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It %iould te approprlatft at this point to giv« maum badoground en 
ttm organization of ttm VSOC, its activities, suoo e os s s and nasds. 

Htm VSOC is an arganization of ocgenizaticns. Tatan t o get h er, it 
zeprasents nearly «/eKy asataur qports opganization involved with 
qports oondbjcbad doaastically and intematicnally. Its nsBlser ocgan- 
izaticns are responsible for the developnent of athletas of all ages 
and all levels of ability, and literally reach hundreds of ttcueanSlM of 
our youth %&» first partioipate as children and, in their pureuit of 
fiOfloellenoe, reach the elite level to rusK es ent our country in intezna- 
tional coepetition. Ibe OSOC is organized into five groups of maiiaer- 
ship: Ihe first cgoup is onuiHwed of 40 national qcNmadug bodies (The 
AQiletics Oangpnss, Meteur Basketball Association, U.S. G^Bnastics 
Federation, U.S. Figure Skating Association, U.S. Diving, etc.) %ftiich 
all the qports on the Glyapic and Vm Aaerloan Gases pro- 
Each of these national gonwrnlng bodies is charged with the 
coordination and dsvelopanfc of their epoct at the novice, intermedi- 
ate, national and international levels. 

Ihe second group is orarrlsed of wdti-qport organizations, including: 
Ihe Jtawtsur Athletic ttaion; the Boys Cbim of Anerica; Catholic Youth 
Organization; JewiA NelfBre Board; Natibonal OOllegiate Athletic 
Association; Natibonal Oounsel of YICA's; Itational Federation of State 
Hi^ School Associations; Itational JVjnior College Athletic Association 
and the U.S. Arsed Forces. Molti-qport ocganizatione ouiMauct a wide 
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rangs of nationBl pa.ogtai— and national aports ocapatltions. Tha third 
group is onuirlnml of natiGnal gowming bodiaa lAioaa aports ara not 
oumntly en ttm dyapLo cr Vm Aaarloan Ganaa pcograaa, but ara widaly 
practicsad in ttm unitad Stataa and aona othar oountrlaa (e.g. 
raoqaatbally vatar aJding, lauc&tm and acKObatica) . Tha fourth qrap ia 
national ogganizationa lyhich conduct aporta fcr tha handioappad, auch 
aa Anarican Athlatic Aaaociation of tha Daaf , National Aaaociation of 
sports for Oarataral Pals/, National Itiaalrhair AiOilatic Aaaociation, 
S^pacial Olyqpica, and tlia U.S. Aaaociation of Blind Athlstas. FinaUy, 
our fifth group is onuirlfiad of Stata GLytpia OEgmizations with 
rapraaantativas in aach and w/ary stata. Thaaa ogganizationa ara 
nrmtarimA of voluntaars %(hoaa principal purpoaa is to airtKit local 
fUnd-zaiaing fbr tha binaf it of tha Iftiitad Stataa Qlyq^ OoBBittsa and 
ita sany pcognnna. With tlia anacbMnt of tlia MaKtaur Sports Act of 
1978, tha Iftiitad Stataa GLytipio Ooaadttaa has tha raaponaibility for 
coordinating aaataur qports in tha Uhitad Stataa %dth partiadar 
ftwisis on participation in intamational coapstitions* 



For tha first tiaa in 52 yaars, tha fTisaw Qlyq^ GaiMs wava hald 
in Aaarioa, %iMn tha City of Ldb Angalas hostad tha GaiMs in 1984. 
ABBrioa*a intarast in tha GaiMs «ias VBvarallalad and tha GaiMs providad 
a atiMilus for inczaaaad aporta participation at all lavala of parfor- 
■anoa. Iha Iftiitad Stataa Qlyqfiic Ooaadttaa and tha athlstas of cur 
graat country nriBBlttsrt thMaalvaa and vara dadioatad to assuring that 
our rqpraaantation in thaaa GaiMs tns tha bast in history. It imsI 
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our athlstM ucn 83 Gold Hidals and 174 Mdals av«nU. It i«s tte 
grwatast iinxi— cur «tfal«tas hav» mmr «ijoy«d« 

In 1988 %« tx8v«l to OOgazy, Albacta, Canada and Sacul, KDCva to 
tate part in ttm Wintar and Simmt OLyKpio Gaum. Htm spirit of loa 
Angelas will ba with our athlataa and %« hqpa for oontinuad ainxiaaa. 
Funding froi this pcognai will pcoKdda a boost aa %« pw p ai s for ttaoaa 
Ganaa and will ba ■oat halpfUl in davslcping and training athlataa for 
1992, iten %« trsval to Albartvilla, Ftanoa and Baroalcna, ^pain for 
ttoa mntar and fTi— w Olyq^ Gbbm. 

Bafora that, for aost of our past history, tha OSOC Anctionad 
only to aalact, faad, dotha and tran a p or t our Qlyq^ and Vm Aaarloan 
TaasB, and all funds oontributsd fay tha Aaarioa n pitolic and oorpora* 
tions lisva vised for thess purposas. Iha naads, ocapavad with thess 
vhich exist todBy, weva mmll. Mny of these Meociated with 0900 
affairs for a great msber of years always plamad for tha day whm tha 
U50C would reach far beyond tha GLytipio level peif o uML to all Isvels 
of aport dsvelopeenfc. Our objective has always bsen to raise funds to 
reach potential Olyipians of all i 



As a result of tha Metaur Sports Act of 1978, vhich defined and 
enlarged tha functions of tha 0900, our budget has grown draaatioally. 
For eynnf>1a» our budget has grown froa $4.8 nillion daring the 
1965-1968 goadmnial period to $128 sillion fbr 1985-1988— and that 
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bud^Bt is cnly fbr currHit, cngping progia— iidtii only 1 pnomt 
allottad fbr capital ispcovwants. 

IhB UBOC and its Moiacr Gcganizationi ara, today, raachingr amy 
atfalotoa of vaxyingr skill Icvsls but not to tte axtant dasixsd. 
Historioally, tte UBOC only xsadiad tte alits p a nftm is is in qpccts, and 
•vian today, tteira is luch to te dona in iaprowing our aqpport of our 
bast atfalatas. 

During tte past fsv yaars, tte Uhitad Stabas Qlyqpio Ooaadttsa has 
rastxucburad its ccganization, wnnafiwit and fUnd-zaising and has 
Mtaazksd tqpon a pariodi of uqprsoadantad gzofth. Iha UBOC has: 



(1) EstabXiated 3 national Olympic Itaining CantaEs liMZS athlstas 
of all aJcill Isvsls oould cobm and train at no oost to tte 
athlsta or tte national gcwvming bod^. Ih 1967, ovar 12,000 
athlstas trainad at our Training Cantara. Ohis raflsots an 
avacaga of 447 athlstas aach day at our thtas Tfcaining Cantara. 

(2) EstabXiated tte U.S. Olyqpio Fastival, a fWaasfir, atilti-apoct 
swit pazallslingr tte Olyqpio GaaMs, liiich is teld in all yaars 
aafloapt tte Olyqpio yaar. Htm Fastival has jiist baan ocncludad 
in Ralsig^V^DuilMBi, Noarth cazolina iteKS ovar 3500 participants 
took part, iidth all aogpansas paid, in a apaotaoularly auccass 
fdl swit. 

(3) mcKsasad i.laifaliiaMiif' grants to tte various aports ooaprlsing 
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UBOC MrtiiiiliUi tram $2.2 ailliian In 1973-1976, to anpcGodwtft- 
ly $16 aillifln fbr 198S-1988. Goibinad with Gemm ft:tqparation 
and Gpacsticn Gold grants, and a nav parfaoBnoa artmnmawnt 
ptoqam, diract auRport to NSBa will aaooaad $25 Billlcn. 

(4) EatabXiahad a Job GRpGctunity Fkograai which plaoad ovar 350 
atfalataa in jcfaa with mticml nnatwniaa that paid athlatas 
£air aazkat valua tar woKk but allcMad tha atfalataa tina away 
£raa woKk with pay to train in ^lair apcrta. 

(5) Eataibliihad a SpoKtm mAichm/Sdmnom Frogam whoaa purpcaa ia 
to pcGvlda ■adiml infdaaticn affecting athlatic parfocaanoa 
to ooachaa, officials and atfalataa, and to xaach out and coord- 
inata tha axisting woric baing oondactad in aporta aadicina 
nationdda, as wall as to omrl i irt an aggcaaaiva anti-drug 
pcograia* 

(6) To aatabliflh aore af factiva nmnH nation, ocaaunicationa and 
aoonoadas, tha UBOC has pcovidad fraa apaoa and aarvioa to tha 
national gowaEcning bodiaa at our Olyqpio Oraplax in OblorBdo 
^singa. At tha ptaaait tina, 18 national gowaEcning bodiaa ara 
locatad thara. This will Laya-aawit a aavinga to thaaa ocgani- 
zationa of anpcoodaataly $750,000 aach yaar %iiich can ba uaad 
to atxangthan tbm graaa roots davalopMnt of aporta in tbm 
unitad Stabas. 

(7) Iha unitad Stataa Olyaisic Ooanittaa has fomad a Ooaaittaa 

on ^sorta for tha Diaablad to assist tha national ocganizationa 
prcacting aporta for tha handicappad in aff acting a broader 
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floope in Urnii progia— and Mtabliahing doMr liaiflcn wltii 
tte naticnal gc^mmiitj hoOlim. mrthar, ym hov^ indudtd in 
our bud^Bt financial siqpport to assist thass ocganizationi in 
astabliihing bcoadar anatsur wpcactm pujgiaM which %dll 
g enar at a TMnriiBim perticipaticn fay tha handicaiapad. 

(8) Iha tftiitad States Olynpic OGnodttsa has also astabliMMd a 
Qports Wfjilpmtt and Tacfanology OGnodttsa for tha purposs of 
inpcoving aquiisMnt and iapcGwing aafity f aaturas in arjiilr—int 
involvad in anatsur athlstios in tha Uhitsd Statas. Iha weadc 
of this ooaadttss will diractly impact upon tha qpcrts sqoip- 
aant industry and tha dsvslcpgnnt of nair safety f aaturas tar 
products iidthin that industry. This, in turn, will pccvlds a 
nach graatar safity factor fbr athlatas ftoai tha slits to 
grass roots Icvsls as thay participats in anatsur apcrts using 
tha srjilpnant of thair apart. 

(9) In vastxuBturing tha Uhitsd Statss Olynpic Ooanittss, \m havs 
prcvldad fbr a nlnlisw of 20 p srow t athlsts participation at 
all policy wiring Isvsls of tha OGnnittss. flirthar, on all 
Spscial and Standing OonBittaas of tha UBOC, as i«ll as tha 
policy-making Isvsl of tha national govaming bodiss, \m hsEvs 
20 p sroMi t athlsts npcssantation. This anahlss closar liaison 
vitti, and rasponsivMiass to, tha rai'|iir—it-s of our currant 

athlstss. 
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As a dixsct xwult of th— program, wny of our naticnal taams, 
nach as mm*m voUavbaU, voMn's voUaybaU, lOMn's flald hodoiy, and 
BBn*a vatar polo nanb froi bain? unrardnd in IntaEnatiaial ooapatltlon 
to a worldhdda zahking in tte tcp 3. In tha individual wpcKtm, such as 
gymaatioB, ^ding, nodtam pentathlon, aijwiiliiin, voMn'a awiming 
and wraatling, our athlataa hava attained uqpraoad«itad aucoaae in 
intamational and dyttpic ooapatiticn. 

Itm fQUowing givaa you an eacanpla of tha raomt activitiaa of tha 
UBOC: 

— Ihe IBOC pcovided tha ftinda and staff adndniatzaticn fbr 

tha World tftiiverai^ Gbbm hild in GBachoalovaldA and Yugoslavia 
this yaar. Itm natlA tftiiverai'^ Gaans ara an— fiat atailar 
to tha Qlyqpio Ghms, wltii ocafjatiticns usuaUy held in 
f Iva eports in the Winter Itarld Uhiverai^ Gaum and U in the 
Sinwr World umvarsi-^ Gaans Ihasa gaaMa are epen to student 
athlataa b a b w aen tha ages of 17 and 28, and ara held avacy tuo 
yaara. Ihe oost of aending our rapcaaentativaa to tha winter 
and SUBBsr World tftiiverai^ Gamm vas alaost $3,500,000. 

— Tin - \m hava oBiiAirtafl £^porta Festivala, now knoMn as tha U.S. 
Qlyqpio Festival, in Syracuaa, Mf; Indianapolis, IN; Oolcaada 
springs; Baton Rouge, lA; Relaig^v^XirhaB, NC and Houston, TX, 
Iters BQca than 3,000 athletes ara abla to ooepata in 34 eporta 
with rapcaaentativaa froe avary oomar of our oountry. Ihe 
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cost of •ach FMtival cxcsMds $8,000,000, of tAiich tte UBOC's 
tAmxm is ow $3,200,000. Tte 1989 U.S. Qlyqpic FMtival %fill ba 
hald in OKUtesa City, with tte 1990 and 1991 FMtivala teld in 
Minntapolii/St. Paul, MT and Loa Ang^alaa, CA, rMpactivaly. 
— Itgaa - Sinoa tte aatabliah— it" of tte Ttaining Ontar poeograni 
in 1977, naarly 70,000 athlatta, x«pcaa«ting a total of naarly 
987,000 nan di^, trcm 40 diffacant wpcactm teva utiliiad our 
Ttaining OHitaEa. Tte U90C dafraya tte ooat of tte atfalataa 
cnoa ttey xaach tte Tfcaining Ontar, liiich at thia tina ia 
$18.00 par day. Ooat to qparat a tteaa OHitaEa to pccvlda 
audi qpportunitiaa ia cvar $3,000,000 aach yaar. Tte dsand 
axiata for amy tteuaanda Bora— tte youth of our country Aould 
te alala to participata in thia progns and oould if an adiqpata 
of training o« b a ga iwca aada avallahla. 



Although amy ooaaunitiaa hava o ff arad to teat training omtara, 
tte lack of financial aupport pcaoludaa tte aatabUateant of additioad 
training cmt ara to aatiafy tte ixtecant intaraat and naada of our 
young atfalataa. By tte Aot of Ouiigi'aaa paaaid in 1978 aanding ita 
fadacal chartar, tte UBOC ia cbargad iidth providing tteaa kinda of 
qppcrtunitiaa. But ym oamot aaqpand or anrrapliih our otojactivaa 
without incxaaaad financiBl aupport. During tte laat quadcannial 
pariod, 1981-1984, not including tte Olympic Ooin Fkograai rmanna and 
tte procaada froi tte aiwiaa rrnanna of tte Loa Angalaa Gbbm, tte 
tftiitad Stabaa Qlyqpio Ooaadttaa gHMratad $90 million froi tte privata 
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and pdalic mlIijis in m^gpoKt of thmi ] 
aipxt faBB ill rwwl aore ttan 33% this < 
unalals to pcGvldte far tte irtUHflml : 
zoots UMijiiMi. Our toBOm arm bsing itf-llinxl with tte goal of aaidBiz- 
ing tte o|]pGrtunity far all lAio wiMi to participata, te tfaay sm or 
iwnMi> taandUcafpad or abla-tedlad, novioaa or alita parfooMm in tteir 
wpartm. Ha hum nmmr hmn ttlm to zaiaa mifficimtt. fisda to attain 
our dojactivaa. 



cn a ragpular basis, all of our toBOm ara zaisad £raa ooKparBtians, 
fGundtations and individuals aafloqpt a mBll pcrtion %iiich vas g t ai i L a d to 
tte UBOC ty tte fadnad yuw a u— Jl as a zwult of tte nagativa impact 
on our fisid-zaising sfforts cauaad ty tte U90C not slsctinj to s«d a 
taoa to tte 1960 Gaum in Mooootf . Ha teva new soug^ fadnad sonias 
as a prisazy funding soucoa, but \m do saak tte telp of iji)inui—< in 
providing oHportunitlas to inczaasa our zasouzoas, as tte Coin Bill 



fiiils $128 siUion is a sutetantial sim of soray, it baraly 
I tte surfaoa of tte naad. Hhm aaooallsnt qpcrts progzHM of 
our srtmnls and oollsfjM only partially fulfill tte naada far — itaiir 
qports i.lBifali;|— If in this OGuntzy. fiiils tte schools and collsfjM 
■aintain aaooallsnt OGapatitiva pcogzana, ttey Miinina Isas than 50 
pazoHit of tte qports on tte Bbdi Jlnarican and Olyqpio Gaans progzBBs, 
AND, tte svac^incraasing grip of inflation is oauaing tte o olls fj M and 
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univ«nitits to •liainste nenny qparta*— «Motpt thoam pcodbeing Ymmrum. 
LifflftiBB Olyqpio mpcactB such as cBUfioaixig, cycling, rowing and ikating 
ara lazgaly ignocvd tay our actioOl/obllaga oamunitY, but tfaara ia a 
dMBnd for tfaaaa wpcactu throug^iout our country. Thmm and othar qpcrta 
naad graatar financial halp. Alnoat any athlata not in a acteol or 
collaga aport cr gradhiatad £raa acted or collaga, has a difficult tina 
contiming to participata at a hig^ Icval of OGapatitlon in our aocia- 
ty. Our Groiqp B BHtera aaaiat in aaating tfaaaa naads and tfaa proo aa da 
trcm this bill %iould allov ui to aiqpport tfaai in ef focta at tfaa collaga 
and hig^ acfaool Icval to ractify tfaaaa growing daficiwciaa. 

It ia intacasting to nota tfaat Fraaidmt Itcd'a OoBadaaion en 
Olynisic £^pocta, aftar aig|ita«i sontfaa of study and avaluation of 

porta in tfaa tftiitad Stabaa, aatiMtad tfaa ona-^tiaa financial 

i of amtaur qporta at $215 aillicn in 1976 doUara, and an ongoing 
i of $83 aillicn annually. ItaMa funds nmem not to coa» nacassarlly 
ftoi tfaa govarmHit, but froai all puiblic and privaba aouroaa. Today, 
■ora than 10 yaars aftar tfaa Frasidant*s Report, ym haw not raoaivad 
tfaa initial infiision of $215 sillion, and \m ara qpttating en a yaarly 
budgat of $32 million. This is not suff iciant to »Mt our curzant 
naads, lat alona Mat our obligBtlons undar tfaa Jtantsur £^porta Act. As 
a sattar of flact, y ava epatating at a daficit of naarly $10 sill ion, 
and will ba ragoizad to bocrow $4 sillicn thla yaar to saintain our 
epatating budgat. At tfaa aaaa tina, such oouRtriaa as Ruaais, BMt 
GaEMony, HMt GacMany, Omada and Auatzalia ara pouring Kmy into 
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thftir Olyqpic pcograns, far outstriiplng tte tftiitcd Statas in qpmding 
to dsvvlqp Qlygpic atfalatM. Tte only thing naintaining our posltiGn 
ralativa to such oountriaa im tha strong ABMrlcan ipirit of ocapati- 
tivmaaa, ooatoinad with tha undar-fundad affcrta of tha Uhitad Stotaa 
Qlynpic OoBBlttaa and ita mariaar ocganizationa. Funding ftoai thia 
prognai can halp allavlata tha disparity %iiich ia davaloping batueoi 
tha tftiitad Stataa and othar oountriaa. 



Over and abova our curzant naada, tha U90C haa aarioua doanatic 
a to fiU: 



Ha naad masm facilitiaa for oartain aporta, particularly ncn- 

acteol aporta in thia oountzy. 

Wa naad aora aporta prograBa for diaadvantagad youth to bona 

thair akilla in a variaty of aporta %iiich will Jamp our youth 

activa in irarthy and vholaaoaia purauita. 

Wa naad to iapcowa tqpon tha Training Ontar in OolcCTdo ^prlnga 

and to davalop additional training ovxbam baaidaa thoaa in laka 

Placid and Northam Michigan to allov participanta of all agaa 

and akilla to gain top-flig(ht coaching and laadioal asaiatanoa; 

Wa naad an a wa iHaroadaning U.S. Qlynpic Faatival that continuaa 

to raach aa nany Anarlcana aa poaaibla. 

Wa naad to oontinia to davalop tha aporta nadicini/acianoa pro- 

grana fbr tha pcopar phyaioal and laadioal cara of athlataa. Ese- 

oaUcnt voKk ia baing dona in thia araa in tha U.S. , but thara ia 
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not an eff ectlva systfln far oollectingr ttm infianoBtion avalldal« 
and dissfliiinatingr it to tha atfalotoa through thair ooadMs and 
adminiotratcra. Wa naad to coqpand and vafina our drug tasting 
program and to coqpand its aducaticnal a^)act8. Barlodic tasting 
of atfalatas for phyBiblogical and paychological atLMjyllis and 
ii walmoso a a is cnly bagiming to baocaiB part of tha usual training 
progrBBs. Ths U90C*s mpcactB sadicina p o rograa has bsgun to 
aoocB|>Iiah thaas otojectivas, but \m naad additicrad funds in 
cedar to fUlly aoocapliah tfaass objectivas, and to rsach athlstas 
at all Isvals of dsvalcpamt. 



Wa naad to aaqpand our SMoallcnt drug tasting progras. m 1983 
tha U90C dstacminad to taks tha laad in tearioa and tha vorld 
ragarding tha uaa of druga in apcrts. Wa astabliMisd a pcogia s 
for tasting atfalatas for tha uaa of druga that is nov ssocnd to 
nans. In fact, that program has baocaia a vols sodal fbr tha 
navly^^cxaotsd pcogia s of tha HCM and ^ havs pccvldad OGnsulting 
advioa to tha NFL in raapsct to thair drug tasting pttxna a itowa 
\m ava pccviding aducaticnal infoosKticn ragarding tha uaa of 
illsgal druga and stsrolds. Tha suooass of our pcogra s has 
placad such danndB en ui that \m oamot »Mt tha currant naads 
for tasting. Without our tasting |«.uyias \m orniot involvs our 
athlstss in an aducaticnal pcograi, liiich is tha ultimata mathod 
of eliminating druga ftcai apoet, as iisll as ftcai our sooisty. 
Wa must aaqpand this pcogm, and tha cnly limitation ia moray. 
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— «• mad to cxwte greater public mmrmms ttiat tte UnitmA States 
Qlynpic OoHdttee pcopvides pLugia— fbr all ages and levels of 
ability and not cnly for the eUts athlete. 

— AND, \m naed to provide qpportunitiee tar rertnips the eost deter- 
■ined groqp of all, the handicapped. 

H.R. 2741 would provide a badly needed source of reverue to assist 
the USOC in the areas BBntioned, which are an integral part of provid- 
ing the hig^Mst quality athletes to participate in the QlyB|>ic GanM. 
This coin pcogia a %fill provide sillions of dollars to the USOC to 
assist in the training of athletes and in the pcoviding of ftyrlHtiee 
fdr that training. It %fill allov our athletes to raadi Uieir fullest 
potential as they strive to reach their ultiinte goal— the Olyqpio 



Thank you for your siqppart, and ym would bs ha(]py to answer 
G|uesticns. 



14 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



50 



STATEMENT OF 

THERESA ANDREWS 

BEFORE THE 

CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND COINAGE SUBCOMMITTEE 

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AUGUST 4, 1987 



My name la Th«r«aa Andrews. My father graduated from the U.S. 
Naval Academy In 1942 and was retired with the rank of captain in 1962. 
I am one of ten children. 

Swimming gave me an opportunity to earn a acholarahip to the 
University of Florida where I studied recreation therapy. This is now 
my profession and I am employed by the National Rehabilitation Hospital 
In Washington. Because of a large family I may not have had an opportunity 
to attend college If I hadn't been awarded a scholarship. 

The road to the Olympic Games was not an easy one. However, 
I received an added boost after I left home at the age of 14 to live with 
a family In Baltimore to continue my swimning under coach Murray Stephens 
of the North Baltimore Aquatic Club. 

My first brush with the swiaid.ng elite came in the AAU Junior 
Olympics when I %ron the gold medal in the lOO'-meter backstroke event in 
1978. It was at this meet when I came to understand what I could achieve 
In swimming and what swimming could do for me. It was in the Junior Olympics 
when I saw the real meaning of the %ronderful AAU Age Group program. This 
was the type of competition I concentrated on for seven years before I 
moved Into the elite class. 
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Swinning, to ma, la on« of th« gr«at«at aporta on th« Olynplc 
program. Through tha AAU Aga Group program, and tha currant aga group 
program aponaorad by U.S. Swinning, htindrada of thouaanda of our youth 
ara introducad to a aport that focuaaa on phyaical fltnaaa. Not only 
doaa it amphaaiza fltnaaa but It taachaa aalf-dlacipllna, propar nutrition, 
and good living hablta. Ifa ahould ba proud that tha Unltad Stataa ia 
praamlnant In tha aport. 

Tha Unltad Stataa Olynplc Conmlttaa haa %forkad cloaaly with 
tha national aporta govamlng bodlaa to upgrada all aporta on tha Olynplc 
program. Ona of tha baat programa haa baan Oparation Gold. Tha USOC 
providaa atipanda to our %forld~claaa rankad athlataa to halp dafray living 
and training axpanaaa. I am confidant that through tha funda tha USOC 
will racalva from tha propoaad laglalatlon that a portion of tha funda 
will ba Infuaad into tha program to halp our athlataa prapara for intamational 
conpatitiona , including tha Olynplc Ganaa. 

Tha manorlaa of Loa Angalaa ara anong tha noat plaaaant manorlaa 
I hava of my compatltlva caraar. It waa tha firat tima that my paranta 
and nina brothara and alatara wara togathar to watch ma awim. It 'a awfully 
axpanalva for a family of 12 to traval around tha country to watch compatltlona . 
I wantad to pay tham back for tha aacrificaa thay mada to kaap ma in awinnlng. 
Anyona \iho haa had an opportunity to partlcipata In tha Olympic Ganaa 
haa alnllar fond manorlaa. Wa muat axpand our programa fron tha graaa 
roota through tha alita claaa, to aaaura that our athlataa hava ampla 
chanca to prapara thamaalvaa. 

Wa can ba proud through Titla IX that many collagaa and univaraltlaa 
hava mada It poaaibla for nora young woman to racalva acholarahipa to 
continua thair highar aducation and to davalop thalr athlatlc akllla. 
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In the last 20 years there hasn't been a single catalyst that has contributed 
more to the growth of women's participation in athletics. 

Through the proposed legislation many new vistas to help promote 
amateur athletics will be explored and implemented through the proceeds 
to be assigned to the Olympic Committee. We seek your support. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF THERESA ANDREITS 

Born in New London, Connecticut in 1962 » Nisa Andrews now realdea 
in Annapolis. After graduating from Archbishop Keough High School in 
1980 she matriculated at the University of Florida. In addition to her 
college swiimoing, she also represented the North Baltimore Aquatic Club. 

Miss Andrews is the daughter of Capt. Frank Andrews, USN (Ret.), 
a graduate of the class of 1942 at the U.S. Naval Academy. She is one 
of ten children. 

Her first big splash in swinning came in the AAU Junior Olympics 
where she %fon the 1978 lOO-meter backstroke event. Her first national 
title was gained in 1981 when she %fon the lOO-meter backstroke over the 
long course. She climaxed her competitive career by winning the gold 
medal in the 1984 Olympic lOO-meter backstroke event and swimming the 
backstroke leg on the victorious 4 x 100 medley relay team for the United 
States. 

Currently Miss Andrews is employed as a recreational therapist 
for the National Rehabilitation Hospital in Washington, D.C. 
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STATBNBIIT OF 

TOMMY KOMO 

BEFORE THE 

CONSUMER AFFAIRE AHD COINAGE SUBCOMMITTEE 

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AUGUST 4, 1987 

My naiM is Tommy Kono. I was born in Sacraaanto and now liva 
in Hawaii where I am employed as a member of the local Parke and Recreation 
Department. 

As a child I was sickly and suffered from asthma. My parents 
tried all kinds of traditional Japanese remedies to make me healthy. 
They didn*t %fork. During World War II my family moved from Sacramento 
to a Japanese-American detention center at Tule Lake in California. At 
the age of 17 I was introduced to the great sport of weightlifting, which 
I hoped would help rehabilitate my body. I caught on to the techniques 
quickly and soon was winning regularly in local tournaments. The sport 
has had a most beneficial effect on my entire life. 

Weightlifting, to me, is a sport, a psychological happening, 
and a lot of fun. I take the sport seriously. The United States leaders 
in weightlifting considered me their "all around utility player." In 
fact, they moved me up and down the weight classes and placed me where 
I best could help the team. In three Olympic Games I lifted in three 
different classes, in order, 148 pounds, 181 pounds, and 165 pounds. 
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To naJctt wsight for ooaptttitions ay styl* of dieting «fould be 
considered rather different today. If I needed to add weight weight I 
would eat six or seven seals a day. If I needed to reduce I «fould restrict 
■yself to three regular seals a day. 

Psychology and gawesaanship play an important role in weightlifting 
coapetition. There was one Soviet lifter who could never beat mm. In 
fact he beat himself when he admitted, "Nhen Tommy looks at me from the 
wings of the arena* he works on me like a python on a rabbit." 

Actually I have never been out of weightliftiDg. It's one of 
the most healthy sports in the Olympic Games. Every technique is designed 
to build up the body and health of the lifter. However, it is a sport 
in trtiich our country is lagging behind other countries. 

If we are to regain our former position of preeminence in the 
sport we need a greatly expanded program. Neightlifting, like so many 
of the other Olympic sports in the United States, does not have the funds 
to build a new program. He need proper facilities in almost every city 
in this country; we need coaching clinics where we can train Americans 
to coach our teams. 

I shall never leave weightlifting until the United States is 
back on top. With the income from the sale of the t«fo coins under consideration 
by your Committee we can start getting the job done. I shall pledge that 
I will not waste a single day in rebuilding the sport in the United States. 

The proposed legislation to be considered by your sub-committee 
can make possible a whole new program for amateur sports, building from 
the ground up. Neightlifting is one of the very best sports to help resolve 
and wipe away the problems in inner cities. The initial investment is 
low; the excitement caused by competition is very high. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF TOMMY KONO 

Pound- for-pound Tommy Kono, born in Sacramanto in 1930, has 
bean acknowladgad tha iforld's finast waightliftar. His Olympic racord 
spaaks for itsalf: 

1952 Lightwaight (148 pounds) Gold Madal. Ha astablishad ona 
world racord and four 01yiq>ic racords in tha compatition. 

1956 Light Haavywaight (181 pounds) Gold Madal. Sat a iforld 
and Olympic racord for total lifts, Olympic racords in tha prass and snatch, 
and a «forld racord in tha claan and jark. 

1960 Middlawaight (165 pounds) Silvar Madal. 

Ha was twica 01yiq>ic champion, a nina-tima «forld ohaaq>ion, and 
11 times national champion. In tha 1956 National Championships in Philadelphia 
Kono set an unofficial «forld racord by establishing new and than breaking 
tha new world records at least eight times in the competition. 

Seven times he was voted the outstanding lifter in the United 
States. Upon retirement from the sport he settled in Hawaii and has continued 
his association with weightlifting. He was the USA Olympic coach in 1976. 
Previously he had coached the Olympic teams of Mexico and West Germany 
in 1968 and 1972 respectively. 

Currently he is employed by the Parks and Recreation Depertment 
in Honolulu. He is also a top rated coach in the U.S. Heightlifting Federation. 
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STATEMBMT OP 

MICHSLB MITCHELL 

BEFORE THE 

COHSUKBR AFFAIRS AMD COINAGE SUBCOMMITTEE 

OHITED STATES BOOSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AOGUST 4, 1987 

My naaa is Mlchttl* Mitchell. Currently I am residing in Boca 
Raton and continuing ay caraar undar tha coaching of Dr. Ron O* Brian. 
Oar club is stronger than any othar in tha country in tha diving avants. 
I aight amntion that double 01yi^>ic chaapion Greg Louganis is a aaabar 
of our club. 

At the Olyapic Gaaas in Los Angeles three years ago I was a 
relatively unknown diver. I had no major medals to ay credit. Each country 
could only enter t«fo in each event. Wendy Wyland was our other platform 
diver and only two years earlier had «fon the gold medal in the «forld championships. 
Both of us ware coached by Dr. O'Brien. 

It was my biggest competition. The best divers in the «forld 
had gathered in the Olympic Swim Stadium on the campus of the University 
of Southern California. There ware 21 divers and I was drawn seventeenth 
to dive. I had almost too much time to think about before I dove. At 
the end of the eight preliminary dives I was third, trailing China's t«fo 
divers. In the final eight dives I improved my position, taking the silver 
medal, and finishing one place ahead of Wendy. 

As important as diving has been in my recent past, diving has 
not bean ay entire life. At the University of Arizona my academic achieve- 
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m^nts may hav* bean graatar than my athlatic achiavasMnts . I always saasMd 
to be on tha brink of making it big in diving. But I didn't. I had bean 
an honors studant in high school and again in collaga. I coma from a 
family of la%iryars and aftar tha national championships in 1985 I antarad 
Wastam Statas Law School in California. 

Howavar, whan our diving taam movad from California to Boca 
Raton, Florida, I followed coach O'Brien. My decision to postpone law 
school was an easy one. I asked myself, "Why am I doing t«fo things half 
way? That's not my style. I realized that I was not bionic and I had 
to set a priority. School will always be there, but diving won't. Diving 
is an opportunity to do something great, to travel and meet people and 
compete." 

The 1985 World Cup competition was another new experience. 
The format is different. It's mostly head to head competition. En route 
to the World Cup title I defeated China's t«fo top divers. 

I have nothing but praise for the U.S. 01yi^>ic Festival. Forget 
that I have enjoyed unusual success by sweeping both diving titles three 
times in a row. What we all must remember is the opportunity provided 
for 3,000 athletes each year, except the Olyiq>ic year. Athletes live 
together in an 01ympic>type atmosphere. This is the first time most of 
the athletes ever mix with athletes from other sports. 

Over the years the United States has enjoyed great success in 
both men's and women's diving. Perhaps this is the direct result of attracting 
talented athletes at a very young age; but also, coaches who are experts 
at iforking with raw talent, and finally good facilities. 

Some may say we don't have enough swimming pools with diving 
wells for the ten-meter platform event. We have enough. There aren't 
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r«ally that many competing divars off th« platfom.. Of couraa you gat 
acarad whan you gat on that towar 33-faat abova tha watar. But a champion 
ia a champion and haa laamad to copa with har faara 'way bafora aha climba 
tha atapa for tha firat dive in the platform event at a national championahip 
or international meet. 

I am not in tha aport for tha money. Perhapa there will never 
be a lot of money in diving. I'm atill living on a atudent'a budget and 
«forking part-time for the Miaaion Vie jo Recreation Center. I am proud 
to be a part of the diving team. 
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BIOGRAPHY OP MICHELE MITCHELL 

Miss Mitchsll is preparing for the Pan American GaiMS as the 
top United States entry in the platform diving event. She is reigning 
PINA World Cup champion off the ten>meter platform. 

A native of Scottsdale, Arizona, Michele attended the University 
of Arizona from which she was graduated with high honors in English and 
a solid background in diving. She never «fon a collegiate diving title, 
however. But after graduation she joined Dr. Ron O'Brien's talented diving 
cadre at Mission Viego, California. 

Pollowing the Olympic Games Miss Mitchell enrolled at the Western 
States Law School in Pullerton. However, after one semester she withdrew 
to concentrate on diving. She plans to return to law school upon the 
completion of her career in sports. 

At the Olympic Games Michele placed second in the platform diving 
event. 

Por the last three U.S. Olympic Pestivals Michele has swept 
the diving competition. This represents the most solid success of any 
athlete in the history of the Olympic Pestival. 

Currently she resides in Boca Raton, Plorida, i^ere she is a 
of the Mission Vie jo Diving Team. 
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STATEMENT OP 

JEFF BLATNICK 

BEFORE THE 

CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND COINAGE SUBCOMMITTEE 

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

AUGUST 4, 1987 

My name is Jeff Blatnick. I have been wrestling since the mid-70 's 
and consider myself among the luckiest men alive. 

Over the years I have found great success at all levels of wrestling, 
culminating in winning the gold medal in the super heavyweight class, 
Greco-Rcman , at the 1984 Olympic Games in Los Angeles. This was the most 
thrilling moment of my life i^en I stood on the highest step of the winner's 
platform and was presented with the gold medal. It was a personal triumph, 
a victory over a devastating disease, and proof that man should not let 
adversity stand in the way of achieving his goals. 

In 1982 I was diagnosed as having cancer. My spleen was removed. 
I lost many pounds and didn't know if I would ever wrestle again. It 
wasn't that easy coning back. But slowly I regained my strength, and 
recaptured my wrestling skills. In preparing for the Olympics I trained 
in North Dakota. The wintry winds were tough to battle, but I was battling 
for more than just a place on the Olympic Team. 

As with many other athletes I was not pleased when we couldn't 
go to the Olympics in Moscow. But I had to put aside that disappointment 
and work for the next Games. I really don't know if I «fould have remained 
in wrestling if I had a chance to %rrestle in Moscow. But I did. 
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Wrttstling has be^n improving by l^aps and bounds in ths Unitsd 
Statss in ths last ten years. I was lucky that I had an opportunity for 
many high class competitions. During the early 80's we had a jurisdictional 
dispute between the AAU and the U.S. Wrestling federation. Actually, 
the %rrestlers benefitted from this battle — we had more big tournaments 
to attend. We all became better wrestlers because of the stiff competition 
at both regional and national championships » and the international competitions 
which were arranged. 

For the United States to remain strong in international wrestling 
it is important we have funds available to broaden the base of the sport 
at the grass roots level. The U.S. Wrestling federation has never had 
sufficient funds for clinics and tournaments for the youth. Yes, we all 
admit that Interacholaatlc wrestling has been expanded. However, schoolboy 
and college wrestling are conducted under their own separate rules of 
ccoipetition. I «fould like to see funds be made available from the proceeds 
of the sale of the Olympic coins for USA Wrestling to hold both coaching 
clinics and training clinics for grass roots %rrestlers to learn the international 
rules and practice the techniques which will make our young wrestlers 
winners in IntemAtiOftal ccoipetitions . A strong base for our freestyle 
and Greco-Roman %rrestlers reliably can predict greater success in the 
major international wrestling competitions, including the Olympic Games. 

My own case is perhaps different than all others. Twice I have 
fought back from the ravages of cancer. Cancer didn't stop me from trying 
out and cosipeting in the 1984 Olympic Games. With the help of The Almighty 
it won't stop me from trying out for the team going to Seoul. I am feeling 
fine although my skills on the mat aren't yet what I hope to achieve. 
As a defending Olympic champion I am a marked man every time I step on 
the mat. But only I know how hard I iforked to get to the top before. 
I'm willing to work even harder to stay on top this time. Thank you. 
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BIOGRAPHY OP JSPP BLATNICK 

Born in Schenectady, Mew York, Bletnick attended Springfield 
College where he was active in the wrestling program. After graduation 
froB college he becane active with the Adirondack Wrestling Club. 

He had one of the best Qreco-Rosum wrestling records for the 
period 1980-1984. He was a nesiber of the 1980 Olynpic Team, «fon the National 
AAU heavyweight title in 1980 and 1981 and also collected the heavyweight 
title for the USA Wrestling in 1981. 

Blatnick's first international acclaim cane in the 1980 World 
Cup when he won the silver medal. In the Olympic Games in Los Angeles 
he won the gold medal in the super heavyweight class. 

Blatnick's success in wrestling goes back to 1975 when he won 
the state championship. At Springfield College he was the 1978 and 1979 
National College Athletic Association, Division II, champion. Bis overall 
record in college competition was 88-4-1. 

A year before the 01yiq>ics he was stricken with cancer and had 
his spleen removed. This set back his training, but he recovered in time 
to earn a place on the team. Since the 1984 Gaaws he was stricken with 
a recurrence of his ailment, but it is now in remission and he is seeking 
a place on the 1988 team. This year he competed in the U.S. Olympic Pestival- ' 87 . 

Blatnick is a much sought after speaker and he tells his story 
better than anyone else. Along with his frequent appearances as a speaker 
he also enjoys conducting wrestling clinics for the youth of the area. 
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STATEMENT OP 

PAUL GONZALES 

BEPORE THE 

CONSUMER APPAIRS AND COINAGE SUBCOMMITTEE 

UNITED STATES HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

AUGUST 4, 1987 

I am Paul Gonxales* Olympic light flyweight boxing champion 
and contender for «rorld professional flyweight honors. I am proud to 
have been the first American gold medalist In boxing of Latino heritage. 

Many times I have fought back serious challenges to reach the 
top. I was raised In the barrios of Los Angeles. By the age of 12 I 
was a gang member, a first rate punk, a survivor of stabbings and shootings. 
Then a compassionate policeman for the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) 
rescued me. He Introduced me to boxing at the Hollenbeck Youth Center. 
This was the beginning of a new life. 

Life In the Allso housing project wasn't always easy for me, 
my mother, and my six brothers and sisters. This policeman took me out 
of the housing project and Into his own home. Our relationship has been 
written about many times. I was thankful for his help In getting me away 
from deplorable living conditions. I consider myself a strong, moral 
person but I really don't know if I was strong enough to overcome the 
handicaps of my former environment. 

My record leading up to the Olympic Games was impressive to 
everyone in the sport — probably 160 victories in 165 fights. But the 
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Olympic Gaaes ware the keystone on which I could build ny future. I «fon 
my first four fights by decision. I didn't have to fight for my gold 
medel. My opponent from Italy was injured and did not enter the ring. 
I was victor by a walkover. Pew people knew that I was fighting in the 
Olympics with a broken hand, but I wasn't going to let even a broken hand 
stop me on my way to the gold medal. 

I am grateful to the leaders in the USA Amateur Boxing Federation 
for helping me on my way to the Olympics. They run an excellent program 
that attracts many hundreds of kids from the barrios of Los Angeles, the 
inner city groups of our major cities, and a lot of kids with a fighting 
heart looking for someone to take out their frustration on. 

My opportunities to straighten out my misspent youth have not 
been forgotten. I am very active in a boys' boxing club in Los Angeles. 
Every afternoon from five until closing I am there with other mature boxers 
working with our youth. If they have the ability, we'll train them to 
enter the organized boxing programs of the Amateur Boxing Federation. 

It doesn't take a lot of money to set up a training gym. I 
don't have a lot of money to invest. We are always seeking financial 
supporters for our boxing clubs. We should be planning ahead to help 
underwrite the establishment of these boxing clubs for youth. First of 
all, they keep kids off the streets. Secondly, the clubs give the youth 
a purpose in life. And, finally, this is where we can identify our top 
amateur boxers of the future. Ideally, the Amateur Boxing Federation 
can use a portion of the proceeds from the sale of the Olympic coins to 
embark on a broadscale program of boxing clubs for youth. I pledge my 
services to help them in setting up such a program. 
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My philosophy In life Is a simple one. I keep telling kids 
If they believe In themselves and have a dream, they, too, can do anything. 
And they don*t have to do It with their fists, either. They have brains. 
They can do It through education. 

Right now I think about going to law school when I finish %rlth 
boxing. I'm getting plenty of practice because I handle all my own fighting 
and business affairs, but I do seek counsel from a la%iryer at every turn. 
Boxing to me Is going to be my means to the end. I*m looking ahead to 
when I have retired from the ring and am ready to devote the next 50 years 
to Improving opportunities for the disadvantaged youth of our country. 

With your support for this legislation we can help our youth 
. . . and at the same tine Identify and train the 01yi^>lc champions of tomorrow. 
Thank you. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF PAUL GOHSALBS 

Gonxales is proof that great things cona in saall packages. 
As an aaataar he won 160 of 165 matches, and clinaxed his aaateur boxing 
career by %rinning the Olympic light flyweight title where the weight lisdt 
is 106 poands. One hundred and six pounds over his 5-foot-8-inch fraiM 
doesn't leave aach room for flabbiness. 

At the Olympic Games in Los Angeles there were 25 boxers from 
around the «forld in the light flyweight divisicm. Gonsales «fon four straight 
bouts by decision and then was awarded the gold medal ^ihmn his opponent 
Salvatore Tadisco, Italy, withdrew before the final because of an injury. 

Gonsales has been an all-around athlete for most of his life. 
He played football, volleyball, basketball, and participated in track 
and field in high school. 

He was bom in Pecos, Texas in 1964 and now resides in the Los 
Angeles area. Be has studied architecture at the Cerritos Community College 
and has «forked part-time as an architectural draftsman. 

Gonzales had eight years of boxing experience trtien he entered 
the 01yi^>ic Gimss at the age of 20. Be had experience in international 
competition and finished runner-up to Rafael Ramos, Puerto Rico, in the 
1983 Pan American Gimss. 

His walkover victory in the final at the Olympic Games gave 
the USA its first gold medal in that sport where we «fould wind up with 
nine. 

Gonsales is now boxing professionally. 
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STATEMENT OP 

ROWDY GAINES 

BEFORE THE 

CONSUMER AFFAIRS AND COINAGE SUBCOMMITTEE 

UNITED STATES HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

AUGUST 4, 1987 

My naiM is Rowdy Gaines. I am a native of Florida and no«f reside 
in Las Vegas where I coach a swimming team. At the 1984 Olympic Games 
I was the oldest swimmer on our team, 25. I graduated from Auburn University 
in 1982 and thought about retiring. 

Upon ray return to competition I was ranked second in the 100-neter 
freestyle and sixth in the 200-meter freestyle in 1983. Three years earlier, 
in the year of the 1980 Olympic Games I was rated first in both events 
and was the world recordholder . In 1980 I was selected as World Swimmer 
of the Year. Of course, I was one of many athletes bitterly disappointed 
when we didn't go to the Olympic Games in Moscow. After I got over my 
bitterness I realized that life «fould still go on, with or without the 
Olympics . 

I can reflect on my six years as a competitive swimmer. It 
isn't an easy life. I had the honor to represent the United States in 
the 1979 and 1983 Pan American Games and the 1984 Olympic Games and I 
am grateful that I didn't suffer any disabling injuries. 

The goal of every swimmer is to be a member of the Olympic team. 
That was one of my goals. Equally important was my goal of winning. 
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I have often been asked whet it was like to stand on the highest step 
of the podiua in the Olympic Swim Stadium and watch the colors raised 
to the highest level trtiile they played the Star Spangled Banner. 

When it came my turn, only then did I realise what it meant 
to be an Olympic Champion. Only then did I understand the full meaning. 
I have often said to myself and to others on the outside, "I'd swim another 
eight years and face another boycott to have this feeling again." 

Since the Olympic Games I have spoken about the benefits of 
tough competition. Everyone isn't physically, psychologically, or mentally 
prepared for world class ccoipetition. But I feel it is our responsibility 
to make it possible for every athlete with the desire to be an Olympian 
to be given a fair shake and role of the dice. 

Swimming is an expensive sport. We must make it possible for 
our swimmers to have adequate facilities, expert coaching, and opportunties 
for national and international competition. Host parents scrimp and save 
to offer their children this chance to grab the brass ring on a merry-gcround 
that goes by very fast. 

Who is providing our potential «forld class athletes and Olympians 
with an opportunity? Strange as it may sound, we do not have enough Olympic- 
sise pools to train our «forld class athletes. Host high school and college 
pools are only 25 yards long. International swimming meets are conducted 
over a 50-meter coarse. I have enjoyed success in both; but it's the 
races in the 50-meter pools that really count. 

We must develop additional sources for funds to build additional 
facilities. And, finally, we require additional funding to help with 
the final preparations of our Olympic teams after they have been selected. 
There is no better way to assure success in these areas than the additional 
funds which would be available through the adoption of a Coin Program. 
Thank you. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF AMBROSE (ROWDY) GAINES 

Born in Winter Haven, Florida in 1959, Gaines attended Auburn 
University and now resides in Las Vegas where he coaches a swim team. 
He is one of the foremost of the younger motivational speakers. He has 
appeared many times on behalf of the United States Olympic Committee and 
the U.S. Swimming federation. 

He was a member of the 1980 and 1984 U.S. Olympic Teams and 
1979 and 1983 Pan American Teams. He won individual gold medals in the 
200-meter freestyle in both Pan American Games. In the 1984 Olympic Games 
he won the prestigious lOO-meter freestyle and swam on two-gold medal 
relay teams. 

In recapitulation, he earned 18 national and National Collegiate 
Athletic Association titles during his six-year career swinging in elite 
competition. 

He received recognition as the Southeastern Conference Athlete 
of the Year in 1981 after being selected the previous year as Swinner 
of the Year by both the U.S. Swinging federation and SwiaBdng World magasine. 
In 1984 he was chosen world swimmer of the year. 
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STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE NANCY PELOSI 

HEARING ON H.R. 2741 
THE 1988 OLYMPIC COMMEMORATIVE COIN ACT 
AUGUST 4, 1987 
MR. CHAIRMAN: THANK YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK ON H.R. 
2741, A BILL TO AUTHORIZE THE MINTING OF COMMEMORATIVE COINS FOR 
THE 1988 OLYMPICS. PROFITS FROM THE SALE OF THESE COINS WOULD GO 
TO HELP SUPPORT THE TRAINING OF AMERICAN ATHLETES FOR THE 1988 
GAMES. THE ATHLETES TESTIFYING HERE TODAY DESERVE A TEN FOR 
THEIR PERFORMANCE AND THEIR PERSEVERANCE. THROUGH DISCIPLINE AND 
HARD WORK, THEY HAVE ACHIEVED WHAT WILL REMAIN ONLY A DREAM TO 
MILLIONS OF OTHER PEOPLE. 

MR. CHAIRMAN, I BELIEVE THAT YOU ALSO DESERVE A TEN FOR YOUR 
LEADERSHIP IN THIS COMMITTEE AND FOR YOUR WORK ON THIS 
LEGISLATION. I AM PLEASED TO SEE THAT IT IS THE AMATEUR ATHLETES 
IN THE UNITED STATES WHO WILL BENEFIT FROM THIS LEGISLATION AND I 
SALUTE THE SLOGAN, "ALL MONEY TO THE ATHLETES." 

I AM SORRY TO HAVE TO SAY, HOWEVER, THAT I CANNOT GIVE A 
TEN TO THE UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE. I WAS DEEPLY 
DISAPPOINTED TO HEAR OF THE SUPREME COURT'S DECISION IN LATE JUNE 
TO UPHOLD THE RESTRICTION BY THE UNITED STATES OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
OF THE USE OF THE TERM "OLYMPIC" IN CONNECTION WITH THE "GAY 
GAMES." THE U.S.O.C.'S LACK OF COOPERATION IN THE USE OF THE 
TERM "OLYMPIC" REFLECTS POORLY ON THE COMMITTEE. 

THERE ARE THOUSANDS OF USES OF THE TERM "OLYMPIC" BY 
BUSINESSES AND COMMERCIAL ORGANIZATIONS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, 
AS WELL AS MANY USES OF "OLYMPIC" BY POPULAR GROUPS TO DESIGNATE, 
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NAME, IDENTIFY AND ENTITLE THEIR OWN DISTINCTIVE "OLYMPICS." 
MOST OF THESE USES DO NOT TEND TO CAUSE CONFUSION, MISTAKE, 
DECEPTION, OR FALSE SUGGESTION OF ANY CONNECTION TO U.S.O.C. OR 
THE OLYMPIC GAMES. THE RAMIFICATIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT'S 
RULING ARE FAR-REACHING, RENDERING EVERY ONE OF THESE THOUSANDS 
OF USES SUBJECT NOT JUST TO SUIT, BUT TO OUTRIGHT LEGAL 
PROHIBITION, INJUNCTION AND OTHER REMEDIES, BY U.S.O.C. 

UNDER THE RECENT SUPREME COURT DECISION, THE TERM "OLYMPIC" 
CANNOT, EFFECTIVELY, BE USED WITHOUT U.S.O.C. 'S CONSENT. IF THAT 
IS THE CASE, THOSE WHO WISH TO USE THE TERM HAVE TWO OPTIONS. 
THEY CAN AMEND THE AMATEUR SPORTS ACT OF 1978, OR THEY CAN 
RECEIVE CONSENT FROM THE U.S.O.C. TO USE THE WORD. IN THE SPIRIT 
OF COOPERATION DEMONSTRATED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THIS COMMITTEE, I 
WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST A MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT AND THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE U.S.O.C. TO DISCUSS THE USE OF THE TERM 
"OLYMPIC." I WOULD ALSO LIKE MY COLLEAGUES TO KNOW THAT I AM 
WORKING WITH A NUMBER OF THE CONCERNED GROUPS TO EVALUATE 
LEGISLATIVE SOLUTIONS TO THIS SITUATION. THANK YOU, MR. 
CHAIRMAN, FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK PUBLICLY ON AN ISSUE OF 
SIGNIFICANCE TO THE PEOPLE IN MY DISTRICT. 
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Statement of Senator Alfonse D'Amato 

befoke the house banking commmiee 

Subcommittee on Consumer Affairs and Coinage 

Hearing on the 1988 Olympic Commemorative Coin Act 

August ^. 1987 

Chairman Annunzio. I appreciate the opportunity to 

TESTIFY before THIS SUBCOMMITTEE IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION 
authorizing the MINTING OF GOLD AND SILVER COMMEMORATIVE COINS 

next year memorializing the competition of united states 
athletes in the 1988 winter and summer olympic games. these 
coins will help raise the funds needed for the support and 
training of america's athletes. yesterday. i introduced the 
1988 Olympic Commemorative Coin Act which is the Senate 

COMPANION bill TO H.R. ZZ'fL WHICH WAS INTRODUCED EARLIER THIS 
year by my CLOSE FRIEND. THE DISTINGUISHED CHAIRMAN OF THIS 

Subcommittee. 

Across America, thousands of our finest athletes are in 

TRAINING today FOR THE 1988 U.S. OLYMPIC TEAMS. MANY OF THEM 
are MAKING GREAT PERSONAL SACRIFICES IN THE SOLE HOPE OF 
REPRESENTING THE LAND THEY LOVE AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF 
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION. THOUSANDS OF HOURS OF LONELY 
PRACTICE MUST BE PUT INTO THE GOAL OF STANDING ON THE VICTORY 
PLATFORM WHILE THE AMERICAN FLAG IS RAISED. AND OUR NATIONAL 
ANTHEM IS PLAYED AS THE HEARTS OF AMERICANS SWELL WITH PRIDE. 
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This idea is not novel. It has helped before to make a 
significant contribution to the support of america's 
athletes. In 1982/ Congress authorized a similar minting of 
commemorative coins for the 198^ los angeles olympic games. 
Sale of those coins raised $73.5 million for the Unjted States 
Olympic Committee/ making it possible for the U.S.O.C. to 
distribute $6.^ million to the amateur sports organizations 
responsible for the promotion of particular amateur sports. 
This money played a significant role in enabling our 
competitors to win more medals in the 198^ summer games than 
ever won by any nation at a single olympiad. 

An additional $31.7 million in money raised from these 
sales helped fund the United States Olympic Foundation. 

While that money has been a tremendous help to the 
Olympic Committee/ the costs of participating in the Olympic 
Games continue to rise. This new minting should help raise 
millions of badly needed dollars so that American athletes can 

HAVE the facilities NECESSARY TO FULLY REALIZE THEIR POTENTIAL 

and do their best at the games. 

This bill authorizes the minting of one million gold 
coins and ten million silver coins to be sold directly by the 
U.S. Mint to the public. A surcharge attached to the coins 

WILL GO directly TO THE U.S. OLYMPIC COMMJTTEE TO SUPPORT 
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LOCAL AMATEUR ATHLETIC PROGRAMS AND ERECT FACILITIES FOR 
ATHLETIC TRAINING. 

The LEGISLATION DfRECTS/ INCIDENTALLY/ THAT THE COINS BE 
SOLD AT NO NET COST TO THE GOVERNMENT. 

Chairman Annunzio/ I am pleased to join with you in 

SPONSORING THIS EFFORT AND I SINCERELY HOPE ALL OF OUR 
COLLEAGUES WILL JOIN US IN SUPPORTING OUR OLYMPIC ATHLETES BY 
SWIFTLY ENACTING THIS LEGISLATION. 



Thank you. 

O 
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